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I'm excited to announce that an Illinois 
National Guard Sergeant I worked with a few 
years ago is moving back to Chicago. He 
called me and wants to rebuild the Taps Live 
program for the National Guard in Northern 
Illinois. This is great news and I'm looking 
forward to seeing what develops with this 
and our already-strong leadership team in 

Illinois. 

Speaking of that, I'm getting calls to honor veterans at events 
with the City of Chicago and the City of Riverside (IL). What an 
honor is it. 

We still have a good supply of pins, medals, and patches. 
Check the Supply Closet  to see what is available and let me 
know what you need. Just send the request via email to 
TomJDay@sbcglobal.net. Also, the postal service will deliver it 
much faster if you provide your address with your order. 

Don't forget to mail me your BAA business card for the Great 
Horn Giveaway. The next drawing is in October. Good luck! 

State Directors: don't forget to check your volunteer applicants 
and audition them. Watch your incoming requests and if the 
dates are closing in without a volunteer… you know what 
steps to take. Reach out and connect with your state's buglers 
through your roster... and let your Assistant Director take some 
of the load.  

Be careful out there and stay safe, my brothers and sisters! 
We will make it through this strange time we currently live in! 

Tom Day

BAA Briefing 

mailto:TomJDay@sbcglobal.net
mailto:TomJDay@sbcglobal.net
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Attention:  
State Directors 

Needed! 

We are looking for experienced BAA buglers to fill the role of State Director in the states  
that currently do not have a full time Director.   

States in need:
* Delaware 
* Iowa 
* Massachusetts 
* Michigan 
* Montana 

* North Dakota 
* Rhode Island 
* South Carolina 
* Wisconsin 
* Wyoming

Qualifications: 

If you believe you may be interested in and have time for a 
leadership role with BAA, please email galaxypilot@verizon.net 
to be considered with your experience and why you’d like to be 

a director for your state.

* Computer literacy 
* Passion for serving veterans 

* Communication Skills 
* Spare time you can dedicate   

mailto:galaxypilot@verizon.net
mailto:galaxypilot@verizon.net
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The Great Horn Giveaway contest for June is complete! 

As we said, this issue would award more winners than usual… so without further delay, the 
winners drawn from all who entered are…. 

Wayne Fiyalko - Florida 
Getmaine Dolata - Wisconsin 

The next drawing is in October.  Have you sent Tom 
Day your BAA business card? 

Bugles Across America NFP  
c/o Tom Day, Founder  
1824 S. Cuyler Ave.  

Berwyn, Illinois 60402 

If you still do not have a BAA business card, a reasonable place to start is with the BAA Card 
Template found under the For Buglers Only in the Education tab.   Remember you must be 
logged in to access that option. 

http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/Education/ForBuglersOnly.aspx
http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/Education/ForBuglersOnly.aspx
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WINNER’S CIRCLE 

Wayne Fiyalko - Winner  
Much to my surprise, I won the bugle/trumpet.  The horn is beautiful, huge bell which 
allow for very nice deep tones especially in low middle range. In my opinion, this horn 
wants to play jazz and will be a nice fit in a small jazz group. 
Thanks again, be safe.

Germaine Dolata - Wisconsin 
I can’t thank you, Bugles Across America, and Larre Robertson enough for welcoming 
me into the Bugles Across America family.  Then to top it off I received an Andaluccia 
bugle by entering with my business card!  My main instrument is horn, but I had an 
Olds student line trumpet that I was using to sound Taps.  You can imagine the 
difference in my sound with the new bugle! I am so impressed with this organization 
and am inspired by the stories I am reading in the newsletter.  I began this adventure in 
July and have served five missions thus far with a goal of at least 100, though I know 
many have served thousands! My confidence in honoring the sound has certainly 
increased with the new bugle. Bless you and all those who who have taken up this 
mission!
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Hidden somewhere in this newsletter is a small image of a bugle.  This bugle will be cleverly 
inserted into either dialogue or a photo.  All you need to do is carefully read through all the 
great information, and keep a sharp eye out for the little bugle.   

“How do I enter?”  Find the bugle, note the location then copy and paste the official entry 
form to your email. The form can be found on the following page or on the BAA web site under 
the Bugler’s Post tab.   Fill out the required information and email it to 
findthebugle@gmail.com 
    

“How will I know if I won?”  Three winners will be selected randomly by drawing from all 
correct entries on October 1st.   Winners will then be contacted by email. 

“What can I win?”  A $50 gift certificate for your choice of T&T Uniform, Glendale's Parade 
Store, Amazon or Barnes & Noble.  After three issues (six months), those nine winners will be 
put 'in the hat' for a Grand Prize drawing that will produce one winner of a nice, reconditioned 
horn to be chosen by Tom.   

An example of the image you will be looking for is under the magnifying glass in the banner.  

The bugle may be presented in any orientation; in other words, it may be horizontal, vertical, 
or at any angle.  

Good luck, happy ‘bugle hunting’! 

Legal Fine Print 
* Only one entry per person per contest period, and must be submitted on the official entry form to the 

designated email address.   
* Entries must be in by midnight Pacific Time on the 30th day after publication of that newsletter. 
* Selection of winning entries will be final.   
* Newsletter staff and BAA National Officers are not eligible for contest entry.   
* Bugles Across America, nfp will not be liable for any misdirected or incomplete entries.  
* No substitutions for awarded prizes will be made.

http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/Portals/0/BP_Issues/FoundTheBugleEntry.pdf
mailto:findthebugle@gmail.com
http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/Portals/0/BP_Issues/FoundTheBugleEntry.pdf
mailto:findthebugle@gmail.com
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In the Bugler’s Post, Issue #: _____ 
I found the BUGLE hidden on page: _____ 
in the: _________________________                      
(describe the specific location , such as article, paragraph, line number or picture) 

Name: ___________________  

Email: ___________________         
(This email address will be used to notify the winner and deliver the prize) 

Telephone: _____________________ 

Mailing Address:  

 Street: _______________________________ 

 City: _________________________________ 

 State, Zip: ____________________________ 

All entries must be by email submission of this Official Entry Form, and must be received no 
later than midnight Pacific time, thirty days after the publication of this Bugler’s Post issue.  
Entry sequence will be determined by the time stamp indicated upon arrival of form. 

By presenting this entry, I agree to all terms and conditions of the contest and prize winner 
selection described in the official rules as presented within the Bugler’s Post. 

Bugles Across America, nfp, is not to be held liable for any misdirected or incomplete entries, 
or for communication circumstances beyond our control.  Entry is limited to one per person, 
per issue or contest period. 

Copy and Paste this form into your email.  Fill in the blanks and email the entry to 
findthebugle@gmail.com 

mailto:findthebugle@gmail.com
mailto:findthebugle@gmail.com
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We want to extend a hearty congratulations to the three winners of Issue #53 who were 
selected at random from all the correct entries. 

And the winners are....  

James Baker of Ohio  
Robert Wilson of Virginia 

 David Vinson of Texas 

Each received a $50 gift card and was placed in the running with 1 in 9 odds of winning the 
grand prize drawing.   All non-winners for the year are eligible to enter each contest period. 

Where was it?!
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NEW STATE DIRECTOR 

Connor Wright - Maryland Assistant 
State Director 

Connor was born and raised in Maryland and has been playing 
trumpet since the third grade.  Since then, music has always 
been incorporated into his life.   

He was a member of his high school’s concert band and jazz 
ensemble, took part in his college’s jazz and chamber 
ensembles, even during his year in grad school, and has 
participated in two community orchestras.  

Connor’s discovery of BAA was sheer luck.  He just so happened to be walking into the 
kitchen while the television was playing Tom Day’s appearance on Fox News over the 
Memorial Day weekend.  Being a supporter of the military and seeing how it would be a great 
way to put his musical talents to good use, he jumped at the opportunity and became an 
official member in June 2018.   

Since then, Connor has completed 22 missions and has always enjoyed representing the 
organization in and outside of missions.  Connor has enthusiastically accepted the promotion 
to Assistant State Director for Maryland and is looking forward to helping out the organization 
from his new position. 
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Lee Hirtle - New Hampshire 
MSGT Lee Hirtle participates with a local New Hampshire group 
called the 100 Knights of Remembrance. This group honors our 
veterans by sounding live Taps every night at 7 PM at the New 
Hampshire State Veterans Cemetery from Memorial Day 
through 9/11. After 9/11 and until the next Memorial Day, Taps is 
sounded at 1 PM every Sunday regardless of the weather. On 
July 25, 2020, Lee was at the cemetery for Taps, and a photo 
was taken of him by Mike Gridley, a photographer, retired N.H. 
State Trooper and friend. Lee was at his son's grave (SSGT 
Jason L. Hirtle) taking time to honor and remember him. We 
have been told it is a powerful picture and it was suggested that 
it might remind people how much our veterans need to be honored and remembered. 
 
 

Rev. Robert Wilson, D.D. - Virginia 
For the past five years, I have sounded Taps at my father's American Legion Post for their 
Memorial Day Ceremony. It is touching to see these older people with their reverence for 
those who have served, and those who have made the ultimate sacrifice. Those in 
attendance have been thankful for the live bugling and have made their gratitude known. 
 

I have had the honor of rendering Taps at many ceremonies honoring those who have been 
willing to sacrifice so much for what we have today. Recently, I was at a ceremony honoring 
the Four Chaplains. I was not bugling, but the children I was with were able to see firsthand 
the honor paid to those who were willing to die so that others may live. 

ISSUE # 54 SEPTEMBER  2020
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Du Hua - Texas 
Taps! What is Taps? Why we present Taps? Why it is presented right after 
rifle salutes? I have no idea but it sounded so great, so moving, so 
soothing from the bottom of my heart and soul at the time of honoring 
Heroes! 

When I was invited to make a speech on a Memorial Day at the City of 
Fort Lauderdale in 2013, before guests of honor speeches, there was a 
flag ceremony. We all on stage stood up. I had my hand salute as the 
Honor Guards Team presenting the flags; then the National Anthem 
echoing the entire space; then the explosion of the gun salutes; and then suddenly the great 
waves of sounds of a bugles from a distance. My heart almost stopped! My soul sunk into the 
deep space. My eyes shut with the deepest feelings of remembering and honoring all my 
Heroes who made the ultimate sacrifice so that I could live free in my great new Motherland! I 
noticed the droplets running down from my eyes! 

That was how I knew Taps and I never forget the special sounds from that point on. My 
speech went great and well received although that was my very first public speaking! My 
feelings for loving our freedom defenders came so alive at the flag ceremony and then 

followed up with my speech! I was pumped up with all the senses of 
honoring and remembering our heroes and that even made my speech 
delivered more with feelings from the heart and soul! Large crowd 
applauded many times and my presentation received an ovation at the 
end of my twenty minutes speech. My spirit was uplifted that I could 
honor our freedom fighters in such beautiful ways. Many came and 
greeted me and told me that my speech put them in tears for the whole 
duration of my speech! It was so many heartfelt greetings. I was so 
humbled but what even more strange that the sounds of Taps even 
registered more in my soul. It resonated in my consciousness in so 
many special ways of “I love my heroes and I still owe them the greatest 
debt of gratitude for my freedom in the United States of America!” 

Since that Memorial Day Ceremony, I started wondering that if I could learn how to sound 
Taps because I always love music and have desires to play any musical instruments. I would 
love to honor my heroes by sounding Taps besides honoring and making the voice for my 
heroes.  

However, I discovered something very strange at one ceremony. This bugler sounded Taps 
but I didn’t see his effort to blow into the bugle but he made the sounds so beautifully. My 
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- cont - 

curiosity was to ask him how he did it! I waited until the ceremony was over; I stepped up and 
talked with bugler.  He revealed the truth that he used the recording sounds of Taps for the 
ceremony; he didn’t actually do it.  I felt a bit disturbing for not presenting the true sounds of 
honor that our heroes deserve.  This really motivated me wanting to learn how to sound Taps 
with honor and dignity to our veterans!  I had a very tough background and never had good 
opportunity for education or learning music. I was born in a war torn country! Growing up in 
the middle of Vietnam and witnessing almost everyday with sounds of machine guns, 
grenades, missiles, destruction and atrocities. After the communists occupied the original 
village of my parents, they lost everything and moved to a more secured village. We became 
very poor and I remember that someday I didn’t even have enough food to eat when I was a 
very young child.  

No matter of my music background, my will has become stronger 
for just learning how to present Taps in the last several years. 
Even with many personal struggles, I decided to purchase a 
trumpet although I have never gotten familiar with this musical 
instrument. I didn’t have any idea how hard it was for just to make 
a sound by blowing through a trumpet. I thought I should be able to 
do it just for Taps. It was my huge mistake for underestimating the 
degree of difficulty for learning how to play a trumpet. I got so 
frustrated with myself but I have determined not to give up this 
ultimate way to honor my heroes! I kept pressing harder and 

looking up more instructions online so I could learn it myself.  

The more I learned, the more I understood that there are many factors that could dampen the 
good sounds of Taps. I pushed it really hard and concentrated to each element and kept 
trying and trying without a trumpet instructor. The journey of months of learning and 
practicing gave me a sense that I was ready to sound the 
honors. I joined the Honor Guards of my VFW Post and I told 
them I would like to present Taps to honor our Fallen Heroes. 
It was a tough task and I knew that I would put myself in a 
spot that could counteract with my mission. I started to take 
the difficult role after a few months of learning. With all my 
very best, I carried out the mission well. However, I also 
fumbled a few times and I became disappointed and 
depressed for not doing it right! I whispered to the souls of my 
Heroes and asked them to forgive me for my struggles.  

It’s such a challenging journey! I sometimes became discouraged but only in flashes! My
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- cont - 
strong will keeps telling me that I should not surrender to make the ultimate ways to honor 
and remember my heroes, especially for Vietnam veterans whom, in my mind, are my 
brothers and sisters and they fought for my freedom in Vietnam. I have met many when they 
were in my village scouting and fighting the enemy.  

I am determined to keep standing serving my heroes. I have served many Memorial 
Ceremonies with my VFW Post and I am so proud to become a part of Honor Guards to 
dedicate the honorable service to our veterans and their families.  

But what I have been doing seems never enough! I still keep looking for more ways to serve 
our veterans. Interestingly, when I made a speech for the last Veterans Day, I have met a  
bugler and he told me that he is a part of Bugler Across America (BAA). I went home and 
looked up the website. I found the page and called the founder Tom Day and spoke with him 
on the phone! I was a great honor to speak with him and heard his story. He then put me in 
contact with the regional coordinator, Douglas Ebersole who is also a former fighter pilot for 
the Vietnam War. Mr. Douglas Ebersole scheduled me for an audition and I was so happy to 
become a part of BAA. Mr. Douglas also introduced me another Vietnam War veteran, Mr. 
Howard Reitenbaugh, who was also a pilot and he was a part of rescue mission, Baby Lift 
Operation, right before the Fall of Saigon! It’s my great honor to know these two pilots and I 
have the greatest gratitude for both of them serving my former Fatherland.  

Since I just joined BAA, I have taken part of few Memorial Ceremonies. I’m so grateful to 
have more opportunities to dedicate my devotion serving my freedom defenders and their 
families. Every time I take a mission, I will remind myself that I will honor all my heroes with 
all my abilities from heart and soul, especially from a man who made eleven attempts through 
life and death to escape the brutal communist of Vietnam and now live in freedom here in my 
new beloved Motherland, the United States of America! 
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Larry Icenogle - California 
When I accepted a BAA mission, it was listed as a  
Memorial Day event. I called the requestor, a 
producer from Spectrum News 1 in Orange County, 
California, to tell her that I was her assigned BAA 
bugler, that I was familiar with the cemetery in 
question and that Id be there early enough to link up 
with her two photographers, one a drone-camera 
operator. 

She explained that her news outlet was doing a Memorial Day story at Fairhaven Memorial 
Park in Santa Ana, where the public had been putting up 3,000 flags at veterans graves. 
They were looking for a military-type uniformed bugler to sound Taps at the cemetery as part 
of their story honoring the fallen. 

Anyone who has done video production work knows this would require numerous takes. This 
took eleven takes in all. When I was asked, at the very end of the shoot, if I would mind just 
one more run-through, I replied, “Of course not; as a matter of fact, I think Ive got the song 
memorized by now.”  

Imagine my surprise when I saw the finished product on Memorial Day morning, and the 
news anchor mentioned me by name. My lone regret from that event is that I didn’t get a 
chance to speak to the producer, to tell her about BAA and the good work our organization 
does, and thus get BAA some publicity. 
 

Germaine Dolata - Wisconsin  
I am new to BAA and proud to be part of the BAA family! I have 
served three military funerals thus far, but have a goal of 100 to 
start. I retired from a full career as a public school band/orchestra 
director six years ago, but my New Years resolution was to start 
a volunteer program. When BAA crossed my path again, I knew 
this was the match I was looking for!  

As a French horn player, I am currently searching for a 
mouthpiece to improve my trumpet skill and comfort, and I hope 
to also represent BAA in uniform before long. I am in awe of the 

stories I am reading in the newsletter, and I look forward to more inspiration in the future! 
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Larry Icenogle - California 
Recently, I sounded Taps at a Navy veteran's funeral in 
Laguna Hills, California.  The 'officiant' came on right after 
military honors were rendered. 

Known as 'OC Elvis,' Scott Robertson, (who met the 
deceased and his wife on the occasion of their 50th wedding 
anniversary a few years ago) did a very good job. 

Steve Edelman - Colorado 
Here’s a photo taken by the Pikes Peak National Cemetery 
staff on Aug 14 at their Spirit of '45 WW II wreath 
ceremony. I am the bugler at the far left. 

Jim Steele - Florida 
 I sounded Taps on August 14th, for the Spirit of 45 
Commemoration of the 75th Anniversary of the end of 
World War II Wreath Laying Ceremony at the St. 
Augustine National Cemetery. Honored to be in the 
presence of two WWII Veterans. One Navy Veteran of 
11 Pacific actions, the other a seasoned Merchant 
Marine Veteran of the Atlantic. Honorable but closed 
and unpublicized service due to the VA’s COVID 
guidelines for National Cemeteries.  

John Wolfe - Florida 
I was honored today 08/14/202 to represent BAA at 
Sarasota National Cemetery, as the 75th anniversary of 
the end of WWII was commemorated. 
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Robert Caggiano - New Jersey 
Recently, I served the first military honors detail since 
Covid-19 virus struck. When a member of our household 
tested positive for the virus, we self-quarantined. I had a 
few symptoms for a few days, but nothing severe. My 
test came back negative after 12 days of waiting!  The 
Air Force service went well, and the Air Force honors 
team was delighted to have a live bugler instead of using 
their electronic bugle.  

The honors team did a magnificent job and was augmented by the Honor Guard American 
Legion team from Newton Post 86. Together we had a rifle volley, Taps, the folding and 
presentation of the flag by the Air Force, and a brief American Legion service including 
presentation of 3 rifle shell casings and the ringing of the ceremonial bell to honor the fallen. 
This is a photo of the 3 USAF honors team and myself. It was a beautiful day with a matching 
beautiful farewell that we were honored to assist with. The family was very grateful.  

Ron Tranmer - Utah 
As a bugler, I had no choice but to alter my mask for upcoming 
Taps assignments. 

I AM joking!  Please don’t cut holes in your masks.

On Memorial Day at Camp 
Williams Veterans Cemetery in 
Bluffdale, Utah, I went to my 
brother’s gravesite. 
As I rendered Taps, I noticed my 

shadow across his grave. I thought that would make a 
touching picture, so I asked a lady who was nearby to take a 
picture of that image. My younger brother Doug was a 
Vietnam veteran and purple heart recipient. 
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Sally Warning - Arizona 
As an employee of Raytheon Missiles and Defense, I am constantly reminded of the 
sacrifices and unwavering service of our armed forces. Our products need to work flawlessly 
and at any time to keep our warfighters safe and with an advantage against all adversaries. 

We have employee resource groups to help bring employees together and connect through 
volunteer opportunities and local events, enhancing our ability to collaborate, network, and 
support fellow employees and our communities. One such resource group is called 
RAYVETS, which promotes and recognizes our veterans and their families. 

This year for Memorial Day, RAYVETS compiled stories and messages that could be shared 
virtually and safely due to Covid-19. I submitted a video of Taps that I took last year (since 
these artifacts were collected prior to the 2020 holiday). I was honored to have my video as 
the closing media for the RAYVETS video.  

I later received an email from a fellow employee: 
"Just wanted to reach out and say thank you. 
I spent 28 years in the USAF and lost many friends over the years. 
Your rendition of TAPS brought me to tears. 
Thank you" 

This email, in turn, brought a tear to my eye. It was a reminder of why I render Taps (and the 
National Anthem) whenever possible - at sporting events, memorial services, funerals, my 
front yard, and even while on vacation. I don't play for the applause, the accolades, the 
attention... I play to reach the feelings that we cannot put into words and to revive the 
memories we sometimes forget. I play to provide a short moment in time where multiple 
people hear the same song, but each individual has a unique experience in their heart and 
mind. 

To all buglers and musicians who play these songs for our fellow Americans: Thank You. For 
some, the notes are just another song, but they can be incredibly powerful and reach deep 
into one's mind, body, and soul.
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David Young - Mississippi 
I had the honor and privilege of sounding Taps several different places in Jones County on 
Memorial Day - Jones County War Memorial; steps of First Baptist Church, Laurel; the 
Veterans Memorial Museum; my porch at home; and my daughter's neighborhood in 
Ellisville.   These photos are of my great-granddaughter having her first trumpet lesson on my 
pocket trumpet on Memorial Day, with which she was quite fascinated. Also, my new Bugles 
Across America shirt, which I got as my "reward" for finding the small trumpet in the 
newsletter.  I want you to know that I am thoroughly enjoying being a part of this fine 
organization. 

Ben Corner - Virginia 
I sounded Taps recently as part of the “100 Nights of Taps” program 
at our National Cemetery, 
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Frank Fenton - Tennessee 
If you don’t think that American spirit is still around, play a military tune to an American Flag 
at a memorial, and you will find out very quickly it is alive and well! 

During this time of COVID-19, sounding Taps for funerals has all but come to a standstill. 
Missions for sounding Taps are far and few between as funerals for our passing veterans 
have become an event of only a few select people allowed to participate in. However, the 
need to stay in tune and be prepared for a mission and play is still there! 

Under today’s COVID-19 restrictions, I now have to work from home. So one early morning, I 
thought I’d go to our local park and render Taps in the memorial area. The area is circular and 
has the medallions of all our armed services and includes a memorial to our MIA – Vietnam 
services-men and women, and of course has the flag poles for my city (Spring Hill), 
Tennessee, and American flags. It is a park that has practice fields, tennis and basketball 
courts, a splash park for little people, and has a 1-mile walking path around the perimeter. 
The walking path is well used early in the morning by silver sneaker walkers and throughout 
the day becomes a mix of all ages. It is a well-attended park all day and into the evening. 

So to keep playing daily, I play at the park in the morning and evening for all to enjoy! In the 
morning, I play “To the Colors” and “Reveille,” and in the evening, I sound “Taps.” 

I can’t say that I didn’t do this with some trepidation that there would be at least one person 
who would not welcome my play of military tunes, but to my surprise I got… 

“Hey mister, that was great!” 
“We need a little more American spirit, thank you!” 

“We appreciate your service!” 
“We can hear you from the other side of the park and we love it!” 

“We appreciate you!” 
Honoring of the flag: People stop and put their hand on their hearts! 

Apologize: “I’m sorry I drove my car by when you were playing (and didn’t honor the flag)” 
And from the youngest of souls, “That was cool!” 

“… under the current divisions, it nice to know that you are helping to promote our American 
spirit!” 

I’ve even been given an article from Red Skeleton (one of America’s favorite comedians’ from 
the 50’s and 60’s) in which he interprets the “Pledge allegiance” to the flag.  
I have been overwhelmed by the positive responses! 
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People now stop to talk to me about getting lessons for their children on trumpets, and about 
the American Spirit I bring to them.  And even those that say they use to play the trumpet (or 
a brass instrument); I always encourage them to get back into it by playing long tones. 

I have seemed to have made my own little fan club (Mary, John, Sharon, …). It’s great to see 
the smiles I bring to them! 

In my talks to those that stop and want to talk about my playing, I explain that I belong to 
“Bugles Across America,” to honor our passing 
veterans, and I play in a local community band, 
but under current circumstances (COVID-19), I 
have few opportunities to play and thought that I 
would provide some American Spirit! 

So, if you don’t think that America’s Spirit is still 
around, play at your local memorial and honor 
the flag... you will get a resounding thanks (or 
wave) from all that hear you! 

Dan Farmer  - Michigan  
This event was for V-J Day Ceremony at Ft. Custer National 
Cemetery in Battle Creek, Michigan. August 14, 2020. 

Hal Herdklotz - Texas 
I saw this on the NBC Sports Twitter page and 
thought you might like it too.  He’s not a BAA bugler 
but Sergeant First Class Ronald Duncan is a local 
service member in Indiana. Thank you BAA for all 
your service, volunteering, and being there for family, 
friends and neighbors.

https://twitter.com/NBCSports/status/1264624356652650497
https://twitter.com/NBCSports/status/1264624356652650497
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Marcus Thompson - Texas 
Few have earned the honor of the title "hero" more than Colonel Sam Johnson, USAF. Born 
in 1930, Sam flew dozens of missions in Korea and Vietnam, flew as a member of the Air 
Force's elite flying team, the Thunderbirds, and served as the director of the Air Force Fighter 
Weapons School, the Air Force equivalent of the Navy's Top Gun academy.  
  
Shot down over North Vietnam on April 16, 1966, Col. Johnson was a POW of the North 
Vietnamese for nearly seven years, much of that time in the infamous Hanoi Hilton, with 42 
months in solitary confinement as punishment for his steadfast refusal to cooperate with his 
captors, until his release on February 12, 1973. Sam served in the U.S. House of 
Representatives for 28 years, representing Plano, TX from 1991 to 2019, before retiring due 
to declining health.  
  
Sam and Apollo 11 astronaut Buzz Aldrin, flew together in the same squadron in Korea. In 
Aldrin's first book, "Return to Earth", written after the 1969 moon landing, while Johnson was 
being held captive in Vietnam, Aldrin wrote this dedication: "For Sam, whose place I took, 
who took my place." 
  
Colonel Johnson's casket arrived at the gravesite in a horse-drawn funeral carriage, and the 
service was punctuated by a flyover by the Thunderbirds. A fitting tribute to this man who 
served the Air Force, and his country, so well for 29 years of military service, and 28 more in 
Congress.  
  
I was privileged to know Colonel Johnson for over 35 years and honored to render Taps for 
him as he was laid to rest on June 8, 2020. GBU Colonel. Enjoy your new wings.. 
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Dani Masterson - New York State Director 
On Friday, August 14th, I had the privilege of kicking off the nation-wide 
tribute for the 75th Anniversary of the end of WWII by sounding Taps in 
Times Square. In the past few weeks, Linda Laurie, the National Events 
Coordinator for Spirit of ‘45, and I, worked closely with the National 
Cemetery Administration, and I was able to place buglers at 114 National 
Cemeteries for a Spirit of ’45 wreath-laying and Taps. We started our 
thanks to the Greatest Generation in the morning in New York City, and 
tributes continued across the country all day, culminating with a ceremony 
in Hawaii. Keep the Spirit of '45 ALIVE!  
  

Gene Bell - California 
Some time ago, when the Coronavirus affected all aspects of our lives, I saw sharp to honor 
those veterans who lost their lives that day and would not have the proper services due to 
them.  Since then, on May 1, and every night after that, I've had the honor and privilege to 
sound Taps at 7 pm sharp - no matter where I am - from my front porch at home, or beside 
my motorhome while traveling throughout California. From northern California, to the central 
coast in Santa Maria, Pismo Beach, Morro Bay, to the Salinas' farmlands, the response has 
been a positive experience. 

I've had such excellent responses from people who were in 
ear-shot of each tribute. My neighbors come out of their 
homes every night to stand with their hands over their 
hearts; those witnesses at the various RV parks or Elks 
Club applauded, saluted, and/or stood at attention.  

I've had everything from one to over a dozen people 
respond at these locations. One, in particular, approached 
me to tell me he had been First Trumpet in the Army Band 
at Ft. MacArthur during the '60s. As such, he dispatched 

his other trumpet players to cover Honors events around the Los Angeles area. The lack of 
such available musicians was one of the main reasons for Tom Day establishing Buglers 
Across America. One young man brought his family up to me to witness Taps. He explained 
he was a recent veteran who did tours in Afghanistan. It was heart-warming to see him stand 
at attention and salute while I played. Back home, I continue to honor deceased veterans on 
a nightly basis from my front porch. It is truly an honor and privilege for this 80-year-old 
bugler to sound Taps on his 130-year-old cornet out of respect for those veterans who lost 
their lives that day. 
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Mike Finkelstein - Arizona 
When the shelter-in-place directive arrived in mid-March, I saw so many of my playing and 
teaching opportunities evaporate in the blink of an eye. I was scheduled to play trumpet at 
many senior living facilities and other sites, and I had a standing assignment teaching jazz to 
middle school students both privately and at Continental Schools. 
  
Since we had the time, my wife, Joyce, and I started to take walks to get out of the house. 
During a walk in late March, she and I discussed what homebound Italian musicians were 
doing, playing for their neighbors from their balconies. Unsure of the reception I would 
receive, I took my trumpet out to our patio and was gratified to get a smattering of applause 
during my hour-long performance. The next day, I played outside for the neighbors but also 
had Joyce stream my afternoon performance on Facebook Live. I was amazed at who tuned 
in both locally and friends, grandkids, and cousins around the country. 
  
It has been over three months now. Every weekday at 2 pm, I play a one hour program 
outside (weather permitting) and on Facebook Live. I can get up to forty responses each day.  

I love to respond to requests and to reconnect with folks. It has been therapeutic for me and 
from what I can tell, a bright spot in the day for those who tune in. 

Etheljean Deal - New Jersey 
I've been fighting breast cancer since November of 2018, and 
it has been a difficult journey. When my bone medication 
kicked in right in the middle of sounding Taps for a former 
student, I was nearly crippled, and I knew I had to step back 
from accepting missions for a while. However, our neighbors 
knew of our love for bugles, and on Memorial Day in the 
middle of the quarantine, my husband and I sounded echo 
Taps for the block. It was a powerful moment for me to be 
back in form. 
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Larry Icenogle - California 
I’ve been a proud BAA member since 2014, having joined after sounding Taps at my late 
stepfather’s burial service on a Saturday, then watching our founder, Tom Day, being 
interviewed by Chris Wallace on Fox News the next morning.   

In my six-plus years as a BAA bugler, I’ve played for veterans of every service, including the 
Merchant Marine, and the stories told by their family members are always interesting. I’d like 
to share one such story here, that of Marine Colonel Larry D. Parsons, at whose service I 
served this past March.  
    
On March 21, 1970, then-Lieutenant Parsons was the co-pilot of a UH-1E helicopter gunship 
on a secret reconnaissance mission into Laos (where the U.S. was not ‘officially’ operating at 
the time). The helicopter was shot down and exploded upon impact, killing the other three 
crew members. All four men were declared ‘killed in action-body not recovered.’ However, 
Parsons survived the impact and spent 18 harrowing days in the jungle, evading capture by 
the enemy. During that time, his family here in California held a memorial service for him. 

On the 19th day, Lieutenant Parsons was rescued by an Army helicopter on a similar special 
operations mission. When that aircraft got close to his hiding position in the jungle, he ran out 
into an open area, waving his arms to get the crew’s attention. The Army chopper landed 
under small arms fire, the crew chief hauled Parsons aboard, and the aircraft returned to 
base, riddled by 34 enemy bullet holes in its fuselage. 

Lieutenant Parsons was taken to Danang for medical treatment, intelligence and operations 
debriefings, and was then given a chance to call home. He phoned his mother, told her that 
he was still alive, and was soon reunited with her and the rest of his family. After his Vietnam 
experience, Colonel Parsons continued his Marine Corps career, compiling a distinguished 
30-year service record.   

It was an honor to take part in the memorial service for Colonel Parsons. Ironically, it took 
place nearly 50 years to the day that his aircraft was shot down over Laos.   

My life as a BAA Taps bugler is never dull. I love what I do, the service our organization 
provides, and the opportunity to spend time with military veterans’ families.      
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Peter Duston - Maine 
When I graduated high school in 1956, I had been bugling in 
my scout troop, scout camp, and Memorial Day for five 
years. I still have my sweater and my cornet from way back 
then. The highlight of my high school band days was leading 
the band down Main Street of Lynnfield, MA, where I grew 
up.  After high school, I joined the Army and served as 
Company Bugler while in Basic Training.  

This past year I connected with the family of Gerry Scott, the 
man who taught me Taps as a 12-year-old. Gerry went missing in the Korean War – his 
remains never recovered. I still remember him when I sound Taps at a funeral. This past 
Veterans Day, I was the guest speaker at the Middle School of Gerry’s home town. Gerry is 
remembered with a memorial in the school lobby. To close my speech, I rendered Taps for 
Gerry with two soundings, each with over 600 kids standing silently in remembrance. 
Freedom is not free! 

Following a Memorial Day Program. Three generations. Myself, my 
daughter - SSG Erika Yates, and my Grandson, Savage Bloomer. 
They folded the flag, and I sounded Taps.

Do you have an unusual, memorable or funny story to share regarding an event or request 
you sounded Taps for?   The Bugler’s Post wants to publish your stories. 

All stories must be written, edited, ready for publishing and a photo is desired but not 
required. If you don’t have a photo from the event, one of you works nicely as well. 

The deadline for this is October 10th. 

 Please email JenDayBAA@iCloud.com  

mailto:JenDayBAA@iCloud.com?subject=
mailto:JenDayBAA@iCloud.com?subject=
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Hello Mr. (Chet) Ruminski,  
Thank you so much for playing Taps at my grandfather’s service on Saturday on such 
short notice. My whole family was very appreciative. It is so great that an organization 
like Bugles Across America exists. We’re so grateful for the work you do.  
Thank you again!  
Deborah Nabhan 

I live in a neighborhood in Tucson, AZ., and every evening at 7:15 pm, a bugler 
named Dan Pinda sounds Taps.  

He rendered Taps from Memorial Day through July 4.  Then he decided to continue 
playing every evening till Labor Day.  He does this without fail, often in 100+ degree 
heat. 

In addition to Taps, on Flag Day he also played "You're a Grand Old Flag.”  On the 
4th of July, he played "America The Beautiful" before sounding Taps.  Every evening 
people cheer and applaud throughout the neighborhood. 

Kind regards, 
Peggy Bower 

Letters of 
Gratitude
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On Saturday, August 1st, I became acquainted with your organization when I requested 
military honors by the Coast Guard for Robert Thomas Wilson, a service held in our 
funeral home chapel - McEwen Funeral Service - Pineville Chapel. 

I have requested military honors many times through the past 30 years, but this was the 
first time I knew of Bugles Across America.  The gentleman (Ron Stewart) who came 
was very professional and showed great enthusiasm and respect for his assignment. 

It is a great service your volunteers are offering.  May God bless each one of you! 
Brandon Cook 

I would like to express our gratitude for sending Andrew (Fletcher) to us. His Taps 
performance was outstanding. He arrived ahead of the service and was just the right 
touch. 
Thank You 
Jerry Merrifield Commander  
Winchester Post 3968 

Hello Mr. Day, 
I would like to donate the enclosed check to BAA in the name of my husband, Pat Kelly, 
who passed away on June 23rd.  We had one of your volunteers (Bob Cook) at his 
service, and it was beautiful.  My husband, Pat, and Bob were both members of the Blue 
Rock Drum & Bugle Corps, which made it even more special.  
Thank you for putting the group together, 
M. Kelly 

This donation is from the family of Pvt. Donald Segura. He was 95, a WWII veteran, and 
he died of Covid-19. 
Larry Icenogle, BAA Bugler, California
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Dear Mr. Day, 
Thank you for the work of your organization!  I had a wonderful conversation with the 
Minnesota State Director, Gary Marquardt, about a month ago. After which I completed 
my audition! 
Thank you, 
Wayne Ebeling 

Thank you so very much for founding this non-profit. Tim O’Toole sounded Taps at my 
father’s graveside on 7/3/20 in Braintree, Massachusetts. A tribute to my father’s time and 
honor in Vietnam. 
Thank you so very much, 
L. Graham 

Michael McCrary did a great job sounding Taps at my dad’s gravesite in Killeen, Texas.  
There was a battery failure at his military funeral in late February. We (family) were 
offered NO excuse, explanation, or apology. Finally got closure and honor that my dad 
highly deserved. 
Joan Lovell 

Tom, 
Please accept this contribution in honor of Robert Willson, US Army, Korean War & 
Purple Heart Veteran. I will send notification to the family.  This is one where I was BOTH 
bugler AND officiating Pastor.  Interesting combination. 
Best, 
Larry Ballenger - California 

Thank you so much for providing this patriotic honor to our fallen military heroes.  I am 
the proud daughter of a WWII veteran. He passed away May 2019. 
Sincerely and respectfully, 
Pamela Till
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Dear BAA Team, 
My husband was in training at a local VA hospital to become an Episcopal Deacon. While 
there, he learned of the Taps story.  It became one of the most requested sermons that he 
gave. He became a Deacon, but his heart was in the VA as a very requested Chaplain for 
almost twenty years. 

His time serving in the Army started his life long ministry to those who had losses, and the 
Taps story sealed a mission! 

Thanks for providing Taps for his Home-going. 
SK Garman 

A wonderful bugler sounded Taps for a group of military retirees on Memorial Day 2020.  
His name is James McCarter and he came with just an hour or two notice. Every year 
we gather to honor CPT Douglas DiCenzo, who was killed in action on May 25th, 2006.  
Doug was the son-in-law of special friends who are also military (Army) retirees. 
Thank you, 
Mrs. Spencer 

Dear Tom,  
I feel like I know you.  When my father died, June 3rd, 1998, there was a bugler available 
at his funeral and I remember how many people were touched. I live across from the 
cemetery where he is buried and many military are buried there.  You are correct. That is 
the last way we can show respect to those who have served in our military.  As a retired 
LDO Captain Marine, I understand the significance of buglers.  Please take this check to 
help defray your costs. It may not be much, but i’m sure every amount provided is helpful. 
Keep up the good work! 
Semper Fi, 
Loraine Scheetz
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If you have seen BAA in the news recently or have been featured in an article while sounding 
Taps with BAA, Please send the article or information to JenDayBAA@iCloud.com  

Navy veteran finds new mission 
playing Taps 
By Mick Zawislak 
August 9, 2020 7:00 am 

ROUND LAKE, Il. -- After being laid off from his job in the 
electronics industry about 12 years ago, Navy veteran Jim 
Reynolds revisited his roots for a new sense of purpose. 

Figuratively dusting off the bugle of his youth, Reynolds has been on a mission to play Taps 
wherever and whenever he's needed as a solemn message of mourning and thanks for 
military service. He hasn't kept official track, but he estimates he's played at more than 1,000 
functions. 

“The veteran has earned this honor and we owe it to them,” said Reynolds, an electronics 
technician who spent a year in Vietnam repairing radar, radios and other equipment used on 
patrol boats and other vessels. “It gives you a good feeling to know you're helping a family 
through a difficult time.” 

As a member of local American Legion and VFW posts, the Round Lake Park resident 
learned of Bugles Across America and signed up. He has spent a lot of time on the road 
since, often making several stops in a single day to perform the 24-note bugle call at military 
funerals and other events. 

I've done them in cemeteries, funeral homes and churches. I've also done them at a fish 
hatchery in Spring Grove and at Bill's Pub in Mundelein,' said Reynolds, who like others in 
the organization is an unpaid volunteer. 

He's unrecognized. When people go to a funeral, they don't realize he's doing it and he may 
have been in three or four other places,' said Nick Konz, a fellow veteran, friend and 

Click for full article

https://www.dailyherald.com/amp-article/20200809/news/308099997/
mailto:JenDayBAA@iCloud.com?subject=
mailto:JenDayBAA@iCloud.com?subject=
https://www.dailyherald.com/amp-article/20200809/news/308099997/
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My contact information has changed.  How do I update my email, phone 
number or address? 
It is vital that your contact information is current and it is your responsibility to update when 
necessary.  It is also really easy to do. 

   1.) Log in with your username and password.  If you need assistance with the log in  
credentials, please send a message to Contact Us and we will assist. 

   2.) Your name is in the upper right corner of the page.  Click on your name. 

   3.) To make any changes, click on "Edit Profile"  

   4.) On this new screen, click “Contact Information” 

   5.) Type in the new address information. 

   6.) Scroll to bottom of the page and click on UPDATE.  This step is vital to save your new 
information. 
   7.) Use the Contact Directors link on the website to notify Directors of both states (the one 
you have left and the one you have moved to) of your change in location.  

Email: After accessing your profile, click on “Manage Account”, Type in    
the new email. Click on Update at the bottom of the page.   (Ignore that 
Profile URL box) 

Password: After accessing Profile (as in above), click on “Manage Account”, then “Change    
Password”. Fill in requested information.  Click Change Password. 

Delete Account: There is currently no way for an individual to Unsubscribe (delete their    
profile/registration). If you wish to say “Adios”, you need to let us know by using the    
Contact Directors link.
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R e g a r d i n g  R e q u e s t s  
How do I volunteer for a request? 
Double check your schedule and if you are available, use the link at 
the bottom of the request email.  If the request has already been 
filled, you will be informed. If it hasn’t, you will be given an option to 
formally click on a link to volunteer yourself for it. 

What if I can’t volunteer for a request?   
Please do not reply to the request email to tell us why you can’t make it.  While we truly 
appreciate your willingness to serve, you are replying to an automated message.  Requests 
are sent out via automated system to all buglers in a 100-mile radius of the event. We don’t 
often check the automated email box.. but when we do.. people are telling us why they can’t 
volunteer for it.   Can’t volunteer, just hit that delete key! 

I’ve volunteered for a request... now what?   
From the request details, you have the requestor’s contact information 
available to you. You are advised to print that page just before clicking 
“Volunteer”  It is now your responsibility to contact the requestor as soon as 
practical to let them know you are their bugler and to get any further 
information you may need. If you failed to print that detail page before clicking 
on “Volunteer” you can always retrieve it from you’re My Events log on the tab 
bar, but remember you must be logged in to see that. 

I’ve volunteered for a request and now need to cancel.  
Canceling is a violation against the Directives for Buglers you agreed to when 
you registered.  Do NOT volunteer for a request before you have checked 
your schedule.   If it is a family emergency, contact your State Director 
immediately!   Not showing up lets down the family of the deceased and is 
grounds for membership removal. 

Help!!  I’ve lost the email with the event information!   
The place to find that is under the “My Events” tab after you’ve logged into the BAA web site.  
This page will show you all the events you are scheduled for and the information regarding 
them!   
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Thank you!  You’ve just clicked the 

VOLUNTEER button to accept that request for 
bugler support.  Now all you have to do is show 
up, right?   Not exactly! 
   
There are a few very important things yet to do 
before arriving at the designated location for the 
service.   And, while polishing your shoes may 

well be on the list, it is not the most important of details requiring your attention. 
  
First, chronologically as well as in order of importance… Call the requestor.   In case you 
were reading too fast, I’ll repeat that…. Call the requestor.   

Yes, the system is set up to send a message to the requestor to let them know they have a 
bugler, but the real world has proven over and over again that this auto-generated email is 
not the end-all of communication needed.  As the bugler now committed to serve this event, 
you must communicate directly with the requestor.  This direct contact serves many 
purposes, not the least of which is to give positive assurance of your intent to be there to 
sound the honor. 
  
For any number of reasons, the requestor may not have read that message sent from the 
BAA Request A Bugler system. 

One variation of the breakdown occurs when the request is submitted by someone at a 
funeral home.   No intended slight on their internal organization, but experience has shown 
that they are good about sending messages, but don’t always open and read incoming 
messages. 

This same scenario can often play out when the request comes through from a military unit.  
Incoming message traffic is not always routinely monitored. 

Even when the requestor is a family member or responsible friend, they all too often have 
many other concerns on their mind in times like this.  Sorting through and reading incoming 
email traffic is not necessarily at the top of their list of priorities. 
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O t h e r  F . A . Q . s  
How do I contact my State Director? 
Log in to the BAA web site and use the Contact Director option under the Contact Us tab. You 
will only see the Contact Directors option if you are logged in. 

IMPORTANT!  If you’ve moved to another state, it’s of extreme importance you contact 
your new State Director to inform them.  State Directors are only sent notifications of new 
registrants, not if someone has “moved in”. 

Emergencies.. Please contact your State Director. Sending an email to any 

official BAA email will not reach us in time to help you.  If you accepted a 
request and have a medical emergency keeping you from sounding Taps, 
Contact your State Director ASAP!  If you don’t have your director’s contact 
information, log in to the BAA site, under the ‘Contact us’ tab you will see 

Contact Directors. Click that. Fill out necessary information. An email will be sent. 

If you don’t see something you’re looking for on the 
BAA web site. Log in. Some things are only shown to members that 

are logged in and not the general public. 

Is there a way for me to record or get “credit” for events that are not 
requested through the BAA website? 
There is no way ‘record’ missions that don’t come in through the request system.   We have 
never kept count of individual's missions on BAA register or archive.  Many members have 
kept a personal 'log book' of their missions, and this has been more for personal reflection 
and memories than anything. 

I’ve lost the information for the request I’ve volunteered for!  
Log in, click on the ‘My Events’ tab. Ta-da! 

A very handy Quick Start guide for BAA members  
is available on the BAA web site in the Education tab.

http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/ContactUs/ContactDirectors.aspx
http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/Portals/0/Education/Quick%20Start%20Guide.pdf
http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/ContactUs/ContactDirectors.aspx
http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/Portals/0/Education/Quick%20Start%20Guide.pdf
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“The house looks wonderful. It's 
one of those places that you could 
spend all day there and the next 
time you visit, you still see 
something new.”  - Allison Petty

1818 Cuyler Ave., Berwyn, Illinois, 60402        For tour information: (708) 484-9029

Hours: By appointment. Please call (708) 484-9029 

Admission: No fee but donations welcome 

Parking: Street Parking. Please be aware of street cleaning hours on Friday 

What’s inside:  
Over 140 horns: Specialty and historic 

Different types of mouthpieces 

Military memorabilia 

Uniforms from 1776 to today that you can touch 

Bugle and military history 

History books and maps from all US wars. 

CDs and DVDs you can watch in the Media Room 

Historic Drum and Bugle Corps media 

Bugles Across America medals and patches 

Copies of BAA’s newsletter, Bugler’s Post 

A Congressional Gold medal
Stories from Tom Day himself!

The BAA Learning Center is open  
for visitors!
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The BAA Supply  C loset  

Pins:   
* Bugle Pins - These are not made of steel and will break if bent.  
* Lyre pins - We have a supply of gold and silver... however, the 
gold-colored ones must be painted silver for wear on the BAA 
uniform if you choose to include this optional item.    
* Small and large bugle pins with folded flag - Excellent for 
casual wear on suit lapels and caps.  
* Gold Star Mom's pins - In stock 

Patches: We have the BAA logo patch and the BAA Learning 
Center patch available. 

Coins: We have just a few BAA coins left. 
  
Medals & Ribbons:  We have all the medals, however, the ribbons for our medals are 
available through Glendale Parade Store.  State Directors can use these to give to buglers 
and local Vets. 
  
Flags:  We have BAA flags and Gold Star Mothers flags 
  
Horn Accessories:  I have 3c & 7c Kelly mouthpieces. 

Educational:  For those who do school programs, I have free copies of my booklet, “A Very 
Special Red, White and Blue”.   This is a workbook on the history of the American Flag.  I am 
also working on putting this flag history on DVD.  The program has been a real hit at the 
many schools where I have presented it.   

Clothing: We now have both bright green and orange t-shirts and sweatshirts. Great for 
walkers and bikers. You'll be seen in these for sure. These shirts were updated to welcome 
BAA to its 18 year and to honor the 100th Anniversary of WWI. 

Please send requests via email to Tom Day at TomJDay@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:TomJDay@sbcglobal.net
mailto:TomJDay@sbcglobal.net
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Face Masks!  Wear because you care 
BAA member, Julie Levine, has been authorized to custom print and 
offer the BAA logo on a 2-layer polyester mask. The logo is small 
and understated, offering a classy mask to wear while serving our 
veterans, and is permanently dyed to the material. These masks are 
non-medical grade but are washable and reusable. 

Masks are $10 each (+ $2 shipping) 
$1 from each mask sale gets donated back to BAA.   

Order 10 masks, get 1 free. 
Orders will be shipped the day after ordered. 

Venmo, Zelle, Check, and Paypal accepted. 

To order: mail@munchkinenterprises.com 
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Cool Weather Jacket - $65 (+ shipping) 
Embroidered black lined jacket has elastic cuffs, 2 side 
pockets and a zippered inside pocket!  BAA logo on the back 
and your name embroidered on the front. 

Warm Weather Jacket - $50 (+ shipping) 

Light weight, embroidered, micro-fiber jacket. Lightly 
gathered elastic bottom and cuffs.  Slash pockets on the 
outside and one velcro-closed inside pocket. BAA logo on 
the back and your name embroidered on the front. 

There is an extra $3.00 charge for an embroidered bugle with the name. 

To order, contact Jeanie Buchanan at: 
  

GENIE BEE’S EMBROIDERY 
586-749-9700 
geniebees@gmail.com 

Casual wear only.  Must not be worn to serve funeral missions!

SHOW YOUR COLORS!

* Accepts checks and requires half as a down 
payment at the time of ordering. 

* Beyond 1XL may be a slightly higher price. 
* Current turn around time is about a couple 

weeks, but will depend on demand.

mailto:geniebees@gmail.com
mailto:geniebees@gmail.com
http://www.munchkinenterprises.com/custom-face-masks/?fbclid=IwAR3eMhccqtl917qNRYiymeFNMau0Dsikgw08iE22fArieiIc1KMi4mc6k64
mailto:mail@munchkinenterprises.com?subject=BAA%20Mask%20order
mailto:mail@munchkinenterprises.com
http://www.munchkinenterprises.com/custom-face-masks/?fbclid=IwAR3eMhccqtl917qNRYiymeFNMau0Dsikgw08iE22fArieiIc1KMi4mc6k64
mailto:mail@munchkinenterprises.com?subject=BAA%20Mask%20order
mailto:mail@munchkinenterprises.com
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“Bugler On Duty”  
Magnetic Sign  

These car magnets are printed on heavy-duty material 
and ideally suited for car door signage.  $19 for one 
and $35 for two. 

ISSUE # 54 SEPTEMBER  2020

KELLY Mouthpieces now offers 
their Lexan Bugle & Trumpet Mouthpieces 
in our newest Steel-Grey Color to blend in 
with your Taps environment! 

KELLY Mouthpieces - Feel the Comfort! 
Precision Lexan & 316-Surgical-Stainless-
Steel Mouthpieces! 

674 South Pioneer Road 
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin  54935-9190 

U.S.A. 
www.KellyMouthpieces.com 

jkelly@KellyMouthpieces.com 
  

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Flickr! 

BAA Name Tags! 
Introductions are always easier if someone 
knows your name.  Help them remember 
yours with a BAA name tag.  

 
Your choice of 
clutch-pin or 
magnetic back. 

$7.00 (includes shipping).   

Contact Teresa at  
TMK Awards 

tjmccuean@gmail.com   
(313) 999-4111 

VS Printing Services, LLC 
Attn: Vytas Sulaitis 

1218 Ostrander Avenue 
La Grange Park, IL 60526 

vsprinting@hotmail.com 
(708) 655-4774 

To place an order please contact:

http://www.KellyMouthpieces.com
mailto:jkelly@KellyMouthpieces.com
https://www.facebook.com/PrecisonLexanAndStainlessSteelMouthpieces/
https://twitter.com/KELLYMouthpiece
https://www.flickr.com/photos/kelly_mouthpieces
mailto:tjmccuean@gmail.com?subject=BAA%20Name%20tag
mailto:vsprinting@hotmail.com
mailto:vsprinting@hotmail.com
mailto:tjmccuean@gmail.com?subject=BAA%20Name%20tag
http://www.KellyMouthpieces.com
mailto:jkelly@KellyMouthpieces.com
https://www.facebook.com/PrecisonLexanAndStainlessSteelMouthpieces/
https://twitter.com/KELLYMouthpiece
https://www.flickr.com/photos/kelly_mouthpieces
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American Heritage Field Trumpet by Getzen 
Every day in America, approximately 1,800 World War II and Korean War veterans pass 
away.   These brave men and women risked their lives to defend the land they loved, and yet 
as many as 75% of these heroes will not be given the honor of having Taps sounded at their 
funeral by a live bugler. 
    
In 2000, Bugles Across America was founded to secure a means of locating and to provide a 
real bugler for this honor, but many soon found themselves wishing for a quality bugle that 
was readily available and MADE IN THE USA. 
   
A Wisconsin BAA member, Dan Erikson made contact with Tom Getzen and began a 
discussion about the need for a good field trumpet (bugle) to be dedicated for this purpose.  
Tom Getzen enthusiastically embraced the concept, and soon he introduced BAA 
representatives to the American Heritage Field Trumpet (AHFT). 

The M2003 AHFT is available in two presentations. The Standard model or the Elite 
in silver finish. All are produced in the same workshop and by the same instrument 
craftsmen that make the Getzen professional-grade horns. In materials, fit, finish, 
and playability, the AHFT is truly a top-level, professional instrument. The AHFT is 
manufactured to play in the key of B-flat, but an optional G-slide can be purchased 
for either model. This gives the owner the ability to switch between these two most 
often used keys by merely exchanging the tuning slide. Many of us consider this to 
be a very valuable asset of the AHFT, and it certainly is less expensive than buying 
two separate horns. 

While the AHFT can be ordered through any authorized Getzen 
dealer, verified BAA members can order direct from the factory 
at a price specifically discounted for BAA.  Members may also 
choose to have the optional BAA logo engraved on the bell at no 
additional cost.  About the trumpet. 

Current pricing and order information is on the BAA web site on 
the LINKS tab. 

If you are considering purchasing the AHFT, please email  
galaxypilot@verizon.net so we can provide membership 

verification to Getzen. 

http://www.getzen.com/trumpet/specialty/field/
mailto:galaxypilot@verizon.net
http://www.getzen.com/trumpet/specialty/field/
mailto:galaxypilot@verizon.net
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Are you not receiving emails from BAA?   
You could be having... 

Internet Service Provider and Firewall Problems 

If you receive email through a service provider such as aol.com, yahoo.com, or even 
gmail,  or you have firewall software such as Norton's Internet Security or Anti-virus, 
please add our email address, info@buglesacrossamerica.org  
and requests@buglesacrossamerica.org to your address book and unblock email list. 

In an effort to control SPAM these companies are blocking 
certain emails before they reach your inbox or discarding 
emails into a separate folder other than your inbox based on 
certain criteria. The emails that are auto-generated to notify 
you of bugler requests, as well as important notices sent from 
time to time, and our newsletter The Buglers Post are sent to 
you from this address.
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Military.com  Military Funeral Honors
 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs - Memorial Benefits

Perhaps, the best collection of the pertinent information 
would be found in Congressional Research Service Report 
RS21545, - Military Funeral Honors and Military Cemeteries 
and FAQ

http://www.military.com/benefits/burial-and-memorial/military-funeral-honors.html?comp=7000022779922&rank=1
http://explore.va.gov/memorial-benefits?gclid=CPHgkqzY28UCFVcSHwodDxUA5Q
https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/RS21545.pdf
https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/RS21545.pdf
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=3736208&msgid=6297895&act=OESM&c=35650&destination=http%3A%2F%2Faol.com%2F
http://yahoo.com/
mailto:info@buglesacrossamerica.org
mailto:requests@buglesacrossamerica.org
http://www.military.com/benefits/burial-and-memorial/military-funeral-honors.html?comp=7000022779922&rank=1
http://explore.va.gov/memorial-benefits?gclid=CPHgkqzY28UCFVcSHwodDxUA5Q
https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/RS21545.pdf
https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/RS21545.pdf
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=3736208&msgid=6297895&act=OESM&c=35650&destination=http%3A%2F%2Faol.com%2F
http://yahoo.com/
mailto:info@buglesacrossamerica.org
mailto:requests@buglesacrossamerica.org
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Bugles Across America Pages 

Bugles Across America 

BAA Bugler Directives 

BAA on Facebook 

 
BAA Individual State’s Facebook 
Pages 

BAA New York on Facebook 

BAA Kentucky on Facebook 

BAA Hawaii on Facebook 

BAA Oklahoma on Facebook 

BAA Utah on Facebook 

BAA Michigan on Facebook 

BAA North Carolina on Facebook 

BAA South Carolina on Facebook 

Gear & Decorative 

Getzen 

Scentsy Service & Sacrifice Warmer 

Organizations 

Spirit of ’45 

Drum Corps International 

Flags For Vets 

Association of Military Musicians 

Freelancers Alumni Drum and Bugle Corps 

Regimental Drum Major Association 

The Bent Prop Project 

Coalition to Salute America’s Heroes 
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KEY LINKS

If you have any articles or bugler stories that you would like to see in the next 
Newsletter, please email JenDayBAA@iCloud.com   

All stories MUST be written, edited, ready for publishing and preferably a photo along 
with it. I am also looking for bugle, bugler or Taps trivia & facts.  If you know of any, please 
email me. If this information comes from somewhere specific, please site that.   Thank you.

mailto:JenDayBAA@icloud.com?subject=
http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/
http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/Education/DirectivesForBuglers.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/BuglesAcrossAmerica
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Bugles-Across-America-New-York/173270639393293?sk=wall
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100002336727938&sk=wall
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Bugles-Across-America-Hawaii/133153030060190
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100003487171428&sk=wall
https://www.facebook.com/Bugles.Across.America.Utah?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bugles-Across-America-Michigan/575190435868793?filter=3
https://www.facebook.com/BuglesAcrossAmericaNC/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1331542023590346/
https://jenday.scentsy.us/Scentsy/Buy/Category/1149
http://www.getzen.com/trumpet/specialty/field/
https://jenday.scentsy.us/shop/p/23177/service-and-sacrifice-warmer
http://www.spiritof45.org
http://www.dci.org
http://www.flags4vets.org
http://a-m-m.us/
http://freelancers-alumni.org
http://www.drummajor.net
http://www.bentprop.org/
http://hhv.org/
https://saluteheroes.org/
http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/
http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/Education/DirectivesForBuglers.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/BuglesAcrossAmerica
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Bugles-Across-America-New-York/173270639393293?sk=wall
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100002336727938&sk=wall
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Bugles-Across-America-Hawaii/133153030060190
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100003487171428&sk=wall
https://www.facebook.com/Bugles.Across.America.Utah?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bugles-Across-America-Michigan/575190435868793?filter=3
https://www.facebook.com/BuglesAcrossAmericaNC/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1331542023590346/
https://jenday.scentsy.us/Scentsy/Buy/Category/1149
http://www.getzen.com/trumpet/specialty/field/
https://jenday.scentsy.us/shop/p/23177/service-and-sacrifice-warmer
http://www.spiritof45.org
http://www.dci.org
http://www.flags4vets.org
http://a-m-m.us/
http://freelancers-alumni.org
http://www.drummajor.net
http://www.bentprop.org/
http://hhv.org/
https://saluteheroes.org/
mailto:JenDayBAA@icloud.com?subject=

