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Welcome everyone to 2021!  What a crazy 
year 2020 has been. We made it though and I 
hope we can move on and call 2021 a year of 
recovery! 

I want to thank all the members who sent 
holiday greetings to me.  It meant a lot to read 
all the cards and I hope you all had a great 
holiday. 

Financially, BAA is in good shape.  BAA has never asked for 
financial assistance, but people hear about us, they like what 
we do, and they help us out.  It’s you, ladies & gentlemen, that 
help make that happen. Your professionalism while on a 
mission and word of mouth when you tell people about BAA.  
Thank you.  

Our supplies are low, so I am putting together a list of patches 
and pins to be sent to our supplier in mid-January.  If you need 
anything, please send me a note via snail mail ASAP with your 
request.   

Bugles Across America NFP  
c/o Tom Day, Founder  
1824 S. Cuyler Ave.  

Berwyn, Illinois 60402 

One note. A female BAA member requested a mouthpiece but I 
lost the request.  I do apologize.  Please let me know who you 
are and I will get it sent out.  

ALL Directors.. Please take a look at your non-bugler list. 
There is a strong possibility there are names there that you 
might not be aware of. They need to be contacted for audition.   

God bless and Happy New Year.  
Tom Day, Founder

BAA Briefing 
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Attention:  
State Directors 

Needed! 

We are looking for experienced BAA buglers to fill the role of State Director in the states  
that currently do not have a full time Director.   

States in need:
* Iowa 
* Massachusetts 
* Michigan 
* Montana 

* North Dakota 
* Rhode Island 
* South Carolina 
* Wyoming

Qualifications: 

If you believe you may be interested in and have time for a 
leadership role with BAA, please email galaxypilot@verizon.net 
to be considered with your experience and why you’d like to be 

a director for your state.

* Computer literacy 
* Passion for serving veterans 

* Communication Skills 
* Spare time you can dedicate   

mailto:galaxypilot@verizon.net
mailto:galaxypilot@verizon.net
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The Great Horn Giveaway contest for December is complete! 

2020 has been a tough year for so many.. so we’re picking a several people to win a horn!  
So, without further delay, the winners drawn from all who entered are…. 

Grant Jones of Wisconsin 
Manuel Florez of New Mexico 

The next drawing is in February.  Have you sent  

Tom Day your BAA business card? 

Bugles Across America NFP  
c/o Tom Day, Founder  
1824 S. Cuyler Ave.  

Berwyn, Illinois 60402 

If you still do not have a BAA business card, a reasonable place to start is with the BAA Card 
Template found under the For Buglers Only in the Education tab.   Remember you must be 
logged in to access that option. 

Annie Ingram - Alabama, Issue #55 winner 
I received the most beautiful trumpet that I won in the drawing. Thank you BAA. I will treasure 
it always. It has such a beautiful and mellow tone. 

http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/Education/ForBuglersOnly.aspx
http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/Education/ForBuglersOnly.aspx
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Hidden somewhere in this newsletter is a small image of a bugle.  This bugle will be cleverly 
inserted into either dialogue or a photo.  All you need to do is carefully read through all the 
great information, and keep a sharp eye out for the little bugle.   

“How do I enter?”  Find the bugle, note the location then copy and paste the official entry 
form to your email. The form can be found on the following page or on the BAA web site under 
the Bugler’s Post tab.    

Fill out the required information and email it to galaxypilot@verizon.net 
    

“How will I know if I won?”  Three winners will be selected randomly by drawing from all 
correct entries on February 1st.   Winners will then be contacted by email. 

“What can I win?”  A $50 gift certificate for your choice of T&T Uniform, Glendale's Parade 
Store, Amazon or Barnes & Noble.  After three issues (six months), those nine winners will be 
put 'in the hat' for a Grand Prize drawing that will produce one winner of a nice, reconditioned 
horn to be chosen by Tom.   

An example of the image you will be looking for is under the magnifying glass in the banner.  

The bugle may be presented in any orientation; in other words, it may be horizontal, vertical, 
or at any angle.  

Good luck, happy ‘bugle hunting’! 

Legal Fine Print 
* Only one entry per person per contest period, and must be submitted on the official entry form to the 

designated email address.   
* Entries must be in by midnight Pacific Time on the 30th day after publication of that newsletter. 
* Selection of winning entries will be final.   
* Newsletter staff and BAA National Officers are not eligible for contest entry.   
* Bugles Across America, nfp will not be liable for any misdirected or incomplete entries.  
* No substitutions for awarded prizes will be made.

http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/Portals/0/BP_Issues/FoundTheBugleEntry.pdf
mailto:galaxypilot@verizon.net
http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/Portals/0/BP_Issues/FoundTheBugleEntry.pdf
mailto:galaxypilot@verizon.net
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In the Bugler’s Post, Issue #: _____ 
I found the BUGLE hidden on page: _____ 
in the: _________________________                      
(describe the specific location , such as article, paragraph, line number or picture) 

Name: ___________________  

Email: ___________________         
(This email address will be used to notify the winner and deliver the prize) 

Telephone: _____________________ 

Mailing Address:  

 Street: _______________________________ 

 City: _________________________________ 

 State, Zip: ____________________________ 

All entries must be by email submission of this Official Entry Form, and must be received no 
later than midnight Pacific time, thirty days after the publication of this Bugler’s Post issue.  
Entry sequence will be determined by the time stamp indicated upon arrival of form. 

By presenting this entry, I agree to all terms and conditions of the contest and prize winner 
selection described in the official rules as presented within the Bugler’s Post. 

Bugles Across America, nfp, is not to be held liable for any misdirected or incomplete entries, 
or for communication circumstances beyond our control.  Entry is limited to one per person, 
per issue or contest period. 

Copy and Paste this form into your email.   
Fill in the blanks and email the entry to galaxypilot@verizon.net 

mailto:galaxypilot@verizon.net
mailto:galaxypilot@verizon.net
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We want to extend a hearty congratulations to the three winners of Issue #55 who were 
selected at random from all the correct entries. 

And the winners are....  

Jack Dougherty of Florida  
Josh Fox of South Dakota 

 Dave Warren of New York 

Each received a $50 gift card and was placed in the running with 1 in 9 odds of winning the 
grand prize drawing.   All non-winners for the year are eligible to enter each contest period. 

Don’t Forget… there is a new email to send your entry to. galaxypilot@verizon.net  It may 

be temporary.. It might not be. Just keep your eyes open for any changes. 

And by double-blind process, the Semi-annual Grand Prize Winner 
of a horn from the BAA closet…   

Robert Wilson of Maryland 

Where was it?!

mailto:galaxypilot@verizon.net
mailto:galaxypilot@verizon.net
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NEW STATE DIRECTOR 
Gene Vanden Bosch - Wisconsin State Director 

I’ve been a member of BAA since 2003, but my playing of bugle 
calls started in 5th grade. I started playing the trumpet in 4th grade 
while living in Franklin Park, Illinois. Early in the summer prior to 6th 
grade, my father accepted a job as a custodian at an American 
Legion post in Skokie, Illinois. The job included an apartment that I 
lived in with my parents. The apartment was small, so my mother 
would send me into the connecting office to practice, which 
happened to be the post commander’s office. He walked in one day, 
saw me sitting at his desk practicing. I was handed some bugle 
calls to learn, found a uniform for me to wear, which I’m sure wasn’t 

easy since there weren’t many vets my size, and told me that I just became the post bugler. 
This is where my life in drum and bugle corps started. The post was Skokie Post #320, the 
home of the National Champion “Skokie Indians.” Since I was “slightly” too young to join the 
Indians, I was sent to the next town, Morton Grove, where I became a member of the 
“Cougars.”  In 1964, I talked my parents into letting me join the Chicago Royal Airs, where I 
met one of the most influential people in my life, Truman Crawford. My marching in junior 
corps ended in 1968 when the Royal Airs disbanded. I would go on to teach several corps in 
the northern Illinois area. I caught the teaching bug from Truman, completing two degrees in 
music education and teaching Middle School and High School band for the next 35 years. 

As a BAA member, I’ve had the opportunity to play at Pearl Harbor, on the USS Arizona 
Memorial and the USS Missouri. I’ve also rendered Taps at Arlington Cemetery for “Taps 
150”, the Chicago Memorial Day ceremony, and the Gold Star Mothers functions in Chicago. 

In September 2019, my wife and I relocated to Oregon, Wisconsin, to be closer to family. 
I am very honored to become the Wisconsin State Director for BAA and will continue to do 
whatever I can to honor veterans throughout the state. 
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Chet Ruminski - Pennsylvania Assistant State Director 
I was born and raised in Northeastern Pennsylvania where I started my 
trumpet experience in elementary school after watching the likes of 
Louis Armstrong and Herb Alpert on the Ed Sullivan show. After a tour 
of sea duty in the US Navy, I reacquainted with my Cleveland-King, 
which I still have.  Now living in Southeast Pennsylvania, I have played 
for a few years with a community concert band and a couple of church 
groups. I learned of Bugles Across America at a trumpet workshop in 
Lubec, Maine, and from Tom Day’s Fox News interview.   

After retiring from an IT career two years ago, I auditioned with BAA 
and currently have over eighty missions under my belt. The feeling that it brings to the 
families, and me, is very moving, especially when I 
see from a distance people wiping their eyes.  When 
I’m not trying to improve my horn playing, my wife 
Bonnie and I are enjoying our daughters and their 
families. My one daughter lives near Arlington 
National Cemetery, very often I have visited there to 
listen to the subtle differences of Taps being rendered. 
I also like to dabble in videography.  I’m proud to be a 
member of BAA and look forward to my new role.      
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Eric Schindler - New Hampshire State Director 
My bugling career started as a clarinetist when I was about 8. I found I didn’t enjoy the 
clarinet and was given my cousin’s old, beat up cornet. At 9 yrs old, lessons began, but I 
didn’t practice much. It wasn’t until I was 12 and joined the school band that my trumpeting 
improved. 

Joining the Boy Scouts presented the use of the bugle in the field. The bugling merit badge 
became a goal. I acquired a used “Official Boy Scout Bugle” and learned all the calls in the 
merit badge book. Bugle calls were regularly sounded at camps for all events. Yes, the merit 
badge was earned. 

My next unique bugling opportunity was at Quantico, Virginia, as I entered Marine Officer 
Candidate School.  The drill instructors yelled for everyone who played an instrument to 
come to the center of the hall. We all ran at full speed. The first guy interviewed said he 
played violin. The drilled instructors yelled at him and had him start doing push-ups. Great 
intro. I was next. They handed me a bugle and I could play every call they asked for. I 
became the bugler for my Marine training company. Reveille, Assembly, Taps every day. To 
the Color was played at the Training Center headquarters for flag raising, Retreat to lower it.  

Then my children were born. My family didn’t appreciate mornings as I did. So, the kids often 
heard reveille when it was time to get up. Noisy? Yes. But the kids knew it was time to get up. 

Years later, I had started bugling with the Honor Guard of 
my American Legion post. Admittedly, I put a guy out of 
work who had been ‘playing’ the electric ceremonial bugle.  
Rendering live Taps on our team is one of the more 
meaningful events in my life.  

When I heard of BAA, I applied and auditioned.  Each 
mission is unique in terms of venue and yet the same due 
to the emotions we see on the faces when we sound the 
notes. This is such a grand opportunity. 
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Bryan Cantrell - California 
Well, this was one for the books. 
Gail, the requestor, called at 4:30 pm and said they're stuck in traffic. She shows up after five, 
and I find that I'm in the wrong place because she gave me the wrong site number. So I drive 
over to the section area and one lady is in distress. “I can't wait 5 minutes”. Apparently, she 
was badly in need of a restroom. So I told her to jump in my truck and I'd take her. By this 
time, it's getting dark. We get back to the group and she says, “My other sister is here but 
she's lost.” So I told her to look for a pick-up truck with the hazard lights on and to follow me. 
By the time I get back with her sister, it's pitch black. The cemetery doesn't have street lights, 
so the whole family is out with their cell phones looking at the temporary grave markers. By 
this time, I'm starting to get amused.  

We find Gary's grave, the Preacher said a few words, and I sound Taps. 

As I was walking away, they said, “Wait, we're not sure we can find our way out.”  So I led 
them all to the front gate and told them which way to go depending on the freeway they want. 
I got this text from Gail later on last night… 

“You are by far one of the most kindest, gracious and patient people I have ever met. Thank 
you for what you did today. It was beautiful and meant so much to the family. I would like to 
donate to BAA if possible.” 

Tragically, Gary was a Vietnam Vet who had been assaulted and left to die on a walkway. 

 

ISSUE # 56 JANUARY  2021
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Thomas Sneeringer - Maryland State Director 
I was privileged to take part in a unique, albeit rain-shortened, ceremony on Veterans Day.  
The Spirit of Liberty Foundation, out of California, has created a “unity” flag by sewing the 50 
state flags into one huge one.  They call it “America’s Flag.” Its purpose is to remind us, after 
the recent division of the country into blue and red states, that we are all in this together.  The 
plan was to unveil it on the U.S. Capitol Grounds and then carry it down the National Mall, 
with stops at the war memorials (World War II, Korea, Viet Nam), and ending up on the steps 
of the Lincoln Memorial, with Taps being sounded at each stop.  There was some hope of 
squeezing it in before expected rain, but the rain came early.  The 42-pound flag instantly 
became too heavy to carry and that was that.  I did sound Taps twice, before and after a brief 
ceremony.  (Please excuse my being out of uniform (no glove) in the picture.  I had the glove 
off when I was surprised by being asked to sound Taps a second time.) 

This was prior to participating in the Wreaths Across 
America (WAA) ceremony in December at the 
Battlefield National Cemetery in Washington, DC.  
The cemetery is the smallest national cemetery, 
holding only 40 gravesites, most of which were 
Union soldiers killed in the only attack on 
Washington during the Civil War.  Hence the small 
number of wreaths.  I have suggested that BAA and 
WAA establish an ongoing partnership so that every 
wreath-laying ceremony includes the sounding of 
Taps.
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David Rhodes - Colorado 
On a sunny but chilly Veteran's Day in Highlands Ranch, Colorado, at 11 am, 
I stepped onto my front porch and sounded Taps in honor of Veterans 
everywhere. 
 

Tim Park - Colorado State Director 
I sounded Taps for the Wreaths Across America 

Ceremony in the City of Arvada, Colorado. It can be seen 
on their YouTube channel. Here's a photo of me sounding 

Taps at their taping of the ceremony. 
 
 

Levi Deboer - Colorado 

On a sunny Veteran's day, Levi Deboer (13 years old), BAA member, 
took a break from online school to sound Taps at exactly 11 am. Denver 
is in the background. Thank you, Veterans, for your service! 
 

 

Kyle Hantz - Texas 

I had the distinct honor and privilege to render Taps for 
Layton Thomas' graveside service at 11:00 am, 
October 24, 2020. Layton Thomas was born in 
Manchester, Tennessee, on April 8, 1921. He joined 
the Navy in November 1939 and achieved the rank of 
coxswain while assigned to the USS Oklahoma. He 
married in September 1941. Layton was killed aboard 
the USS Oklahoma during the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor on December 7, 1941. He was buried in Hawaii 
during the war. His remains were identified in October 
2019, and reinterred in Plano, Texas, at the Rowlett 
Creek cemetery last month. An honor detail provided full 
honors, including rifle squad, followed by my rendering 
of Taps.  

https://www.youtube.com/user/cityofarvada
https://www.youtube.com/user/cityofarvada
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Larry Weber - Maryland 
Veterans Day, 2020, began for me at Frederick Memorial 
Hospital at 800 hours. The ceremony was projected to the 
entire hospital as a virtual observance due to COVID-19 
restrictions. It was the second year I was invited to sound 
Taps at the hospital. A picture from last year was used as part 
of the promotional graphic for this year's ceremony. Colors were posted by the Hood College 
Army ROTC Color Guard. The speaker was Commander Thomas Olivero, retired, US Navy. 
He finished his 33-year naval career as the Director of Perioperative & Surgical Services at 
Walter Reed National Military Medical Center. He is now the Perioperative Clinical Specialist 
at the hospital. Taps concluded the program.  

Another observance was held outdoors in Hagerstown, MD, on the Washington County Court 
House Plaza. The annual ceremony is organized by the American Legion Morris Frock Post 
42 in Hagerstown and held at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month, the same hour, 
day and month the armistice was signed to end World War I in 1918. A member of the Post 
sounded the honor of live Taps at the end of the program held in a steady rain. 

The third event was sponsored by The Joint Veterans Council, which dedicated The Vietnam 
War Veterans Monument in Hagerstown on March 29, 2019. The 2020 Veterans Day 
ceremony began at 1800 hours with the full day rainfall continuing through the 50-minute 
program. Presentation of Colors opened the ceremony with an Honor Guard comprised of a 
member from each of the following organizations: American Legion Morris Frock Post 42; 
American Legion Clopper Michael Post 10; Antietam Detachment 113 Marine Corps League; 
Hagerstown Police; Joint Veterans Council; Korean War Veterans Association Chapter 312; 
Maryland State Police; and Washington County Sheriff's Honor Guard.  

The Pledge of Allegiance, Prayer, The Star Spangled Banner, and a Moment of Silence for 
those "not here and those we lost" were followed by the Keynote Address from Pete Waters, 
Vietnam Veteran, Journalist, and retired prison warden. Laying of Wreaths and Reading of 
the Names of Washington County veterans killed in action were marked by the sounding of a 
bell for each name etched on the monument. The program concluded with a rifle volley, after 
which I was privileged to "Sound the Honor & Honor the Sound" representing BAA. 
  
My invitation was at the request of Richard Hembrock, a member of the JVC Monument 
Committee, who gave the Benediction. The Monument Committee raised more than 
$150,000 to build the monument to honor the men and women from the local area who 
served in Vietnam and elsewhere during that time period. All in all, it was a day to honor all 
who served our country from western Maryland.
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A Bugler’s Journey by 
Aidan P. Languedoc - Connecticut 

In 2016, I was thirteen years old and navigating the halls of middle school. I had my 
backpack, my books, my laptop, my friends and my trumpet. I enjoyed STEM classes, 
especially computer programming, but I looked forward to jazz band every Tuesday after 
school. My music instructor was a retired senior chief who spent many years playing trumpet 
in the Coast Guard Band. One afternoon when I was waiting for my trumpet lesson, I listened 
to my teacher play a familiar tune. I had heard those notes before. I knew they were a bugle 
call played at military services called “Taps.” As he played, I picked up my trumpet and 
awkwardly echoed his notes.  

“Not bad,” he said as he motioned me into the practice room.  

My instructor suggested that I look into organizations that arrange buglers to render Taps at 
military services. He explained that Congress mandated that color guards from each branch 
of the military shall be available for funeral services, but they lacked musicians to sound 
Taps. As a compromise, many services employed a prop bugle that played recorded tunes at 
the push of a button. That evening I searched online and found Bugles Across America. I 
contacted the director for my state who arranged an audition at a public park halfway 
between our respective towns. On the day of my performance, I found myself outside on a 
clear, cool Saturday morning in an unfamiliar grassy field playing the now well-rehearsed 
string of twenty-four notes. Many people stopped to listen. I recall some rendering a salute. 
The director gave me some pointers. He also had his trumpet, which he played flawlessly.  

“Very clean and crisp. Just slow it down,” he said.   I looked at him intently as I anticipated 
that he was about to tell me to try again next year. “Welcome aboard!” he said.  

On that bright fall morning with pastel leaves twisting free in the gentle breeze, announcing 
the coming cold weather, I learned that I was the youngest member of Bugles Across 
America in my state. As proud as I was that day, I hadn’t a clue I was about to embark on a 
journey that would carry me through my teens and change my life forever.  

My first mission was an hour away at a cemetery that was blanketed by snow the night 
before. I was wearing a navy blue suit and tie with shoes that were not made for walking in 
snow. My training for services had readied me in theory. I was to stand far off from the color 
and honor guards as Taps is to be heard from a distance. When an honor guard is present it 
is easier to know when to start as Taps always follows the sound of the third volley. With only 
a color guard, the military members who fold and present the flag, a bugler must have line of 
sight for the signal. As I took my position, it started to snow. Lightly at first, then in large, 
spiraling flakes. I stood motionlessly, listening for the sound of the rifle discharge. When the 
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moment came and I touched the mouthpiece of my trumpet to my lips, I was stunned by how 
cold it was. I collected my senses then started to play slowly, just like I was trained. Although 
only two dozen notes, Taps is so familiar that an error in tone or duration is immediately 
recognized by everyone in attendance. For my first military service, I didn’t make any 
mistakes except that I wore the wrong shoes, and I should have wrapped my hand around 
the mouthpiece to keep it warm. Lesson learned.  

As I became more proficient, I wanted to render Taps in the full military tradition which 
included standing at parade rest, coming to attention, playing the notes and then solemnly 
rendering a salute. The problem was I was fourteen and not in the military. I learned about 
Naval SeaCadets, a national junior military organization. I contacted the local unit 
commanding officer who was very encouraging. I met the unit members the following 
weekend and then joined up shortly thereafter. The following summer I found myself with a 
shaved head in a two-week boot camp doing physical training and classroom instruction. I 
learned two things immediately at boot camp.  1. The shape of my head. 2. The military runs 
a lot.  

We ran everywhere. We ran in formation before breakfast. We ran to breakfast. We ran 
carrying heavy packs before lunch. We ran after lunch. We ran before dinner. We ran after 
dinner. At the end of the day, I was pretty tired. When I graduated from boot camp, I was a 
fourteen-year-old Seaman Recruit in the Naval SeaCadets. You don’t get more junior than 
that in uniform. After not seeing my family for two weeks, my parents surprised me at 
graduation with a military regulation bugle. I may have been the lowest ranking member in 
uniform on the planet, but I had a uniform which allowed me to fulfill services in full military 
regalia.  

I rendered Taps in uniform in over forty events, including at Gettysburg as part of the 100 
Nights of Taps. I rendered Taps for the Providence Waterfire Salute to Veterans, for which I 
received a citation of recognition from the Rhode Island Speaker of the House. I also 
performed at military ceremonies honoring veterans of the World Wars and the Korean War. I 
played at the Vietnam Moving Wall when it travelled to my state. I continued training with 
SeaCadet attending Petty Officer Leadership Academy at Mass Maritime, where I was 
awarded Honor Cadet. I am on track to be promoted to Chief Petty Officer on my final month 
in August of next year.  

I am humbled to be able to participate in many high profile events in uniform, but it is the 
personal services for families wishing to honor their loved ones that I remember the most. 
Shortly after being promoted to Petty Officer, I signed up for a service at a residence. 
Normally, events are at a funeral home or cemetery. When I arrived, I was greeted by a 
smartly dressed woman who thanked me for my service. I tried to explain that I was in high 
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school and a SeaCadet, but she seemed to be all together elsewhere. She showed me to the 
backyard, where a large group of people gathered. Many told me of their adventures in the 
military. Eventually, the woman brought me to a table set up with a memorial to the service 
member. It included numerous pictures of a young man, a Petty Officer in the Navy. I 
recognized some of the people in attendance in uniform in many of the photos. In all the past 
events, the military member was advanced in age. I wondered what happened to this young 
man. As I looked at the pictures, the woman softly spoke, "He was my boy," she said. 
  
She was his mother. I don't recall the exact words she used, but I understood that a Navy 
member, a shipmate, a brother, a son was another victim of substance abuse. I put all that in 
the back of my mind as I took my position in the color guard's direction. I rendered Taps that 
day to honor a man not much older than me, a life cut short by a gradual, unceasing tragedy.  

Another memorial service was arranged at a site by a river. The military member was a 
Vietnam Veteran. His service documents were not in his children's possession, so they were 
unable to arrange a color guard. I met many of his family and some of his friends. They 
asked me about my uniform and were exceptionally encouraging. I learned that he loved to 
fish at this spot. His son told me that his father's only wish was to have a bugler play at his 
funeral. He was unconcerned about the flag being folded precisely or a rifle volley in salute. 
All he wanted was those twenty-four notes to be sounded by someone in uniform. His son 
recalled the anguish he felt as the day approached for his father's memorial and he hadn't yet 
found a bugler. When he discovered BAA online, his request was very short notice. 
Something told me to do this one. I didn't know at the time that I would be the only 
representative of our government present at a military service. I sounded Taps at the banks 
of a beloved river against the subtle sound of swift water to honor a combat veteran who 
served his country.  

The path I was on was not supposed to take me where I am 
today. I ventured into an unknown with the goal to honor the 
service of people who preserved a way of life for all of us. I met 
many people in person and in my memory. I learned what is 
meant by a final commemoration of a life lived well. And in it all, I 
have become a man who knows where he is going and where 
he has been. 
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Doug Carmichael - Illinois 
On December 15, I rendered Taps at the J.B. Hunt Transport Company truck yards in 
Chicago during a special "Key Exchange" ceremony.   

Army veteran driver, Billy Root, had brought in a load of wreaths donated by the Harrington 
Wreath Company in Maine to Wreaths Across America. Air Force veteran driver Tom Curtis 
was taking the load on to the Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery to decorate veterans' 
graves.  

The truck, one of five specially-painted semi 
tractor-trailer units the company maintains, 
was then escorted to the Joliet area cemetery 
by the Illinois Highway Patrol and the Patriot 
Riders.  

It was truly an honor to get to participate in 
such a solemn ceremony.  

The J.B. Hunt Company does this every year in conjunction with Wreaths Across America. 
This year they are transporting wreaths to decorate veteran’s graves at national cemeteries 
all over America. I believe they said that this load contained more than 4,500 wreaths. 
 

 

Bob Baccus - Alabama 

On Saturday, November 14, I rendered Taps for two Sons of American 
Revolution Marker Dedications. The dedications were for Patriot 
Richard Johnson, at the Chambless-Byrne Cemetery in Ryland, 
Alabama, and Patriot Jacob Caulk in the Mt. Paran Cemetery in New 
Market, Alabama. As a member of the Tennessee Valley Chapter of 
the Sons of American Revolution, I wore my American Revolution 
musicians uniform for the event. 
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Henry Schairer - Pennsylvania 
On November 8, 2020, I rendered Taps at the conclusion of the 
Veterans Memorial Plaque Dedication Ceremony at James 
Memorial Park in Sellersville, PA. Members of American Legion 
Post 280 posted the colors as members of Girl Scout Troop 
2187 and Boy Scout Troop 67 led the Pledge of Allegiance. The 
National Anthem and other patriotic music were provided by the 
talented Distinction Quartet, and remarks were made by the 
project architects and the Honorable Brian Fitzpatrick (U.S. 
House of Representatives). Veterans living and deceased were 
honored in a reading of the names on the plaque. Following the 
ceremony, members of the West Rockhill Township Park & 
Recreation Committee told me how impressed they were with 
the Bugles Across America organization and offered their sincere 
thanks for our service. 

Michael J. Del Vecchio - New Jersey 
Here is a photo of me rendering Taps at the 2nd annual Flags 
of Honor ceremony for Veterans who have passed in the town 
of Newton, New Jersey 

Here is information regarding my playing Live Taps at the National 
Wreaths Across America Day here in Morris County, New Jersey. 
  
Because of the situation of the restrictions due to the virus, the 
crowd was limited. Also, due to the snowstorm on the previous 
day, areas for the crowd were limited to the road. I was stationed 
behind the Pipe Band. I was facing the headstones, which 
allowed me to render live Taps from the foot of all the graves as is 
the proper location for funerals.
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David Harrison - Ohio 
I wanted to share an article that has also been in different news papers. I was glad they 
shared my being part of BAA.  This was a real shock since I never do things to be in the 
spotlight but just do things as I can and to help others.  

https://online.fliphtml5.com/zjng/aesh/#p=6
https://online.fliphtml5.com/zjng/aesh/#p=6
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Bill Jenkins - New Hampshire 
I have been rendering Taps at veteran's funerals for over a decade now, and I never thought 
just how those 24 notes, played well, could be so meaningful for appreciation and closure for 
our military families. 

I recently introduced myself to Eric Schindler, our new NH coordinator, and just happened to 
share some of my background and story, which, now that I think of it, may be unique and 
possibly of interest to my fellow BAA members. 

I am the son of one of the last remaining members of the World War ll era United States Army 
Band. Dad passed away in 2012 and was the first jazz drummer in the Army Dance 
Orchestra, which performed for the Allied forces in Europe during WW ll to build morale. The 
only other band sent overseas was The Glenn Miller Army AirCorp Dance Band.   

The United States Army Band is one of the four premier military service bands headquartered 
in Washington to perform for all the various ceremonial duties that occur within and beyond 
the Military District of Washington) 

So I grew up on the Ft Myer Military base in Arlington, VA. I could hear the US Army Band 
rehearsing on the parade fields adjacent to Ft Myer Elementary School. 

At an early age, I would sneak into the rehearsal halls and recording studios of the Army 
Band to hear some of the best musicians in America, many coming out of the Juilliard School 
of Music, and Eastman school of music, as getting into one of these military bands was one 
of the few places to get paid and get a pension as a professional musician. 

My dad left the US Army Band in 1946, after the war, but was one of the sought after dance 
and jazz drummers in the DC area for the next 60 years.  

As the son of a professional musician, I was NOT encouraged to go into music professionally. 
He was one of the few who could make it in music and knew how hard it was. He was in 
some of the well known Big Bands during the 1930s-1950s. When dad was 21, he got his 
start with the Bunny Berigan band, and the other 21-year-old was a skinny kid from Hoboken, 
NJ… Frank Sinatra.  Dad toured with many USO Shows overseas playing for many 
Hollywood stars sent to entertain the troops such as Bob Hope, Bing Crosby, Judy Garland, 
Marlene Deitrich, Noël Coward, and when on tour in Japan, he met my mother. The first 
African American my mother ever saw and heard live in person was Louis Armstrong!  
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As the son of a professional musician, I was encouraged to pursue music for my own 
enjoyment. Dad would say, "Do it for fun. The tough thing about the music business is the 
business part of the music business. If you can make a living another way, play your horn for 
fun but not for a living." 

I was smitten by hearing the trumpet as a young boy in the 1960's. And when I was ten, I 
started taking private lessons with one of the classical trumpet players in the Army Band. I 
took to the trumpet and later took lessons from the 1st trumpet player of the National 
Symphony, Dave Flowers.  

As a 10-year old beginner trumpet player, I learned to sound Taps. It was easy. 1st and 3rd 
valves. Just 24 notes, all harmonics… no big deal. Later I would learn that it was more than a 
big deal. It was an honor. 

DC was one of the best places to grow up if you wanted to hear free, live concert bands, 
great big band jazz. Within walking distance or a bike ride away, there were always free 
concerts in the DC area. I took it for granted that great music was so accessible until I moved 
away to NYC for college. There was great music there too, but it cost $$$! 

I lived and grew up literally in sight and earshot of the walls of Arlington National Cemetery. 
As a young boy in school, I recall seeing the caissons with flag dropped coffins, every hour 
on the hour, pass by the school. Then off in the distance, I'd hear the ceremonial band that 
accompanied the caissons and would hear the rifles and sometimes cannons firing the 
salutes of a general or an admiral's funeral. The last thing I'd always hear was Taps. It was 
the background music of my youth. When you hear it so often, you just get used to it.  

On Veterans Day, we would hop over the 4-foot stone wall, and walk down to the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier, and try to see the President, just for the heck of it, as he was coming to our 
"neighborhood." After the wreath-laying, there was always a US Army Band Bugler rendering 
Taps, and we would recognize him from the ceremonial band rehearsals or just hanging out 
at the Army Band rehearsal hall. No big deal.   

But in fact, it was and is a big deal. 

Decades later, my dad mentioned the shortage of buglers to render Taps at the funerals for 
the 1000 WW ll Veterans per week that were passing away in the 1990s and into the 2000s. 
He mentioned that to "solve" this problem, one of his WW ll bugler buddies was called to 
make a recording of Taps. The CD of his recording was sent to all the Veterans 
Administration offices across America, to send or hand out to funeral homes so that someone
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could load it into a boom box and "hit play" at the end of the funeral or burial. 

I remember thinking, "Really? How cheesy. What a way to go. We should be able to do better 
than that." Later, I heard there was a fellow trumpet player that attended one of these CD 
performances at the end of a service, which inspired him to start Buglers Across America.  

Thank you so much, Mr. Day, for coming along to save the day! 

After I attended a burial of a Coast Guard veteran friend of mine where I heard a bugler 
render Taps, I asked how I could volunteer. That was over ten years ago. 

Every so often, I receive the bugler request via email, respond, show up, stand off to the side, 
and wait for my cue. Most times, I will wait until all the people leave and walk up to the wife or 
family member of the veteran, and say, "It was an honor to honor your _______" 

If it looks too emotional, I just pack up my horn and walk to my car. I don't need to be 
recognized, and they don't need to be interrupted. 

Regardless, the look in their eyes is always one of appreciation. Maybe I'd get a handshake, 
or they would ask my name, and a few times someone tries to slip me a $20 bill. They 
thought there might be a fee, but I explain I am with Bugles Across America, and we honor 
our veterans for no cost. They are always thankful. 

On one occasion, one of the family members was with the Boston Red Sox organization. We 
had a friendly chat about the team, and as I was leaving, he gave me his card. He said, "This 
is better than money. Call me any time for box seats to see a game!" 

Someone once said, "90 percent of life is showing up."  I am thankful for those occasions 
when I am able to "show up" with my horn and render those 24 notes that make one of the 
most meaningful occasions memorable.   

I hope when it is my time to be the recipient of Taps, the bugler at my funeral will come back 
to the house so my family can get to know the man behind the horn. We all have a story.  
Thanks for listening to mine. 
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Rex Weland - Tennessee 
This is my tribute to Pearl Harbor. 
Naval Hymn: Safe & Strong 

Pete Gasiewicz  - New Jersey 
As a Viet Nam Marine Vet and a proud BAA Bugler, let me say that it has been a privilege to 
work missions as my schedule allows. We're pretty busy covering funerals up here in North 
Jersey, and that's a good thing.  

Now I speak as a veteran to my fellow BAA patriots. Every veteran from every war deserves 
live Taps, and it's such an honor to provide this service to those heroes.  

I want you all to know something from the bottom of my heart. Every time you have most 
honorably laid to rest a Viet Nam Veteran, you help correct the recognition they never 
received when they came home.   

That extra-special honor you provide goes a long way. I see it in the faces of my comrade's 
families as they contemplate their loved one's service in an unpopular war where they were 
never appreciated. For these vets, their burial is the welcome home parade they never 
received.  

Please have a peaceful holiday season, and thank you so much for what you do for our entire 
veteran community. 

Carla Beaudoin - Maine 
I had the honor of participating in Wreaths Across America 
at Woodlawn Cemetery in Biddeford, ME. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=57SGQ7ugomE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=57SGQ7ugomE&feature=youtu.be
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Julie Levine - California 
2020 has been a time to reflect. So, I thought I'd share some of my memories. This time, my 
second mission... October 27, 2017.  What was so significant about this mission wasn't just 
that it was simply my second mission, but I unknowingly knew the deceased!  I accepted the 
mission very quickly, knowing that it was at Mount Sinai, where my parents are buried. I had 
just recently joined the Klezmer group, Hot Schmaltz, when a rehearsal was suddenly 
canceled due to the death of the father of one of the group's members.  I did not put two and 
two together until the announcement of the funeral. It was the same name as my mission!  A 
few of the group members were in attendance and were all quite surprised when I was at the 
funeral graveside, at the ready to render Taps. It has been extremely meaningful to their 
family to this day. 

My third mission was on October 28, 2017. Yes, 
that's right, the very next day. This one was for a TV 
star that I watched as a kid! Richard Anderson 
played Oscar Goldman on The Six Million Dollar Man 
and The Bionic Woman. I was at the Cemetery of 
The Stars. I was even listed in the program! 

For Veteran's Day 2017, I accepted a mission to sound Taps at a 
"cemetery" that actually ended up being a Ventura park. It turns 
out this wasn't just a rendering of Taps; it was a filming of a 
documentary on the "cemetery."  I rendered Taps and appeared in 
the documentary.  I was later invited to the screening in 2019!   
Cemetery Park Film 

Because of that mission, I was called by one of the members in 
that photo to render Taps for a traveling HEROES display about 
a year later. While I didn’t get a photo of me sounding Taps, the 
Ventura County Star captured this photo of me while looking at 
the display. 

https://www.facebook.com/cemeteryparkfilm
https://www.facebook.com/cemeteryparkfilm
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Do you have an unusual, memorable or funny story to share regarding an event or request 
you sounded Taps for?   The Bugler’s Post wants to publish your stories. 

All stories must be written, edited, ready for publishing and a photo is desired but not 
required. If you don’t have a photo from the event, one of you works nicely as well. 

The deadline for this is February 10th. 

 Please email JenDayBAA@iCloud.com  
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Bob Chavanne - New York 

Honoring 9-11 monument 

Honoring US marine double 
recipient of Medal of Honor 

75th Anniversary of ending of 
WW 2

A poem I wrote: 
We Are Americans 
We are Americans 
We are one people 
We are one color, Americans 
We have one flag 
Red, White, & Blue 
Americans we are true 
We need to Unite like glue 
We are strong 
We never give up 
Courage to survive 
We carry our pride 
Americans though and through 
Americans willing to fight 
There is a light 
Out country takes flight 
The torch burns bright 
We are Americans 
We’ll get though 
God, country, and flag 
We stand with you

mailto:JenDayBAA@iCloud.com?subject=
mailto:JenDayBAA@iCloud.com?subject=
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Dearest Kent Grist, 
Behind your bugle are many stories; thank you for sharing your gift with my family on 
our special day.  You are now part of my story! Forever more, the sound of you 
playing your bugle; the most special song “Taps” will resonate in my memory. 
Sincerely, 
Teresa Mathews 
Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery  
November 6, 2020 

This note is an inadequate, but heartfelt thanks for BAA. In particular, BAA Musician 
Patrick McCaghren for the Taps support provided at the Alabama National Cemetery 
on October 6, 2020. The support was for the Missing in America Project burial of four 
previously unclaimed Veterans. These Veterans provided honorable service in the 
Army, Air Force and Coast Guard. The crowd was limited due to COVID virus 
concerns. But, your team member, Mr. McCaghren came and provided a stirring 
rendition of Taps. Live Taps is special. It is a visible and auditory sign of our Nation's 
respect for honorable military service. Sincerely, thank you for this ceremony and for 
the countless other ceremonies you support.  
Blessings to you and all on your fantastic team, 
SALUTE! 
Eldon A. Woodie 
Col (Ret) USAF 
MIAP Alabama State Coordinator

Letters of 
Gratitude
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Hi Laurie (Shepherd)!  
I want to Thank you again for offering your services rendering Taps AND for helping me 
realize about the Honors! It was an absolute perfect memorial service! I couldn’t have 
asked for more! You looked like an absolute angel in your uniform amongst those big 
snowy pine trees! So much so, my videographers did not even see you! (They made me 
wonder if i imagined you. lol) As soon as I saw you, my heart was full and at ease as I 
knew you were giving all that dad wanted! I couldn’t imagine having it just be on speaker! 
Live is truly the way to go! You are wonderful soul to give your time doing that!  

Tom Day was so accommodating to my family when we lost my dad. He personally 
rendered Taps on the bugle for my father’s funeral, as well as fired off volleys on his M-1 
Garand. He coordinated with the Army and with us to make such a beautiful lasting 
memory. Tom’s organization, Bugles Across America, is proof that there really are good 
people out there who truly respect our veterans. When I close my eyes, I can still hear 
those notes being so lovingly and respectfully played for my dad. I’m eternally grateful for 
all that Tom did for us.  
Thank you and God bless. 
Matthew Baken 

I would just like to Thank Mr. Day and all involved in your organization for what you do. 
We were watching TV while camping on Memorial Day. We saw your special on TV. My 
son, as well as the rest of us were impressed with what you do. He decided he wanted to 
help out. He needed to do a project for his Star Scout Rank. He is a member of Boy 
Scout Troop 410 in West Seneca NY. He ran a can drive with the help of social media in 
our area. He collected enough cans to donate $354 to help your organization.  
Please keep up the good work! 
Tim and Sean Foley 

I just want to say Thanks for the services provided for my son/son-in-law’s, Deputy 
Probation Officer Julio Beltran burial service on 5 December 2020.  
Assistant State Director, Bryan Cantrell provided the service and did an outstanding job.  
Julio was the first Riverside Probation Officer to pass due to Covina-19.  
Jerry Davidson 
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To: BAA Buglers David Shotwell, John Peraino, Pete Gasiewicz, Tim Griffin, Tim 
Keleher 
  
It is with my sincerest gratitude this holiday season to thank all of you volunteer members 
of the Doyle BAA Bugler Detail for your service and commitment this past year. Since our 
inception during the pandemic this past year we have had the privilege to sound Live 
Taps representing Bugles Across America at Military Funerals with Honors for Veterans’ 
burial services at the Brigadier General William C. Doyle Memorial NJ Cemetery over 200 
times! That is quite an achievement and one you all should be proud of. 
  
The quality of your playing and professionalism has also not gone unnoticed by the Doyle 
staff, service branch members, funeral directors and clergy. I’d like to pass along some 
quick quotes I have heard: “That was a Real bugle! How Wonderful!”, “Thank you for this 
service you are providing!”, and “Oh good, Bugles Across America is here!”. You see, our 
name is well known. 
  
2020 has not been an easy year for all of us, and it is even harder for the families of the 
service members we have sounded the last post for. However, 2021 looks to be hopeful 
to resolve this pandemic. In the meantime, duty calls, so please volunteer for any days or 
partial days you can cover at Doyle. The Google burial schedule is update daily.   
  
Here’s to good health to you and your loved ones in the coming year! My warmest thanks 
again! 
  
Greg Murphy, Bugler, NJ Assistant State Director 
Bugles Across America
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I am a member of the Jewish War Veterans of America, in addition to being a BAA bugler. 

I have enclosed a copy of a photo that was in the latest publication (Vol 74 Number 2, 2020). 
Since it's a scan of a photo, it may not be of sufficient quality for you to use in a future 
Bugler's Post - so, the scan includes contact info for the managing editor of the publication, 
Cara Rinkoff, who may be able to get you a better version. 

The BAA bugler, Oliver Mackson, may appreciate a copy of the photo even if it doesn't get 
into the Post. 

Steve Edelman 
Colorado 

The Jewish Veteran 
Volume 74, #3, 2020 

Post 625 in Poughkeepsie, New York celebrated the 75th anniversary of V-J Day with a 
special ceremony at the Temple Beth-El Cemetery on August 14. The post worked with 
Bugles Across America (BAA) to honor one of its veterans, PFC Eugene Moser who fought in 
the U.S. Army in the Battle of the Bulge and received a Bronze Star. From Left: BAA Bugler 
Oliver Mackson and Post 625 Chief of Staff Martin Hochhauser.  

Click for online issue 

If you have seen BAA in the news recently or have been featured in an article while sounding 
Taps with BAA, Please send the article or information to JenDayBAA@iCloud.com  

https://www.jwv.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/The-Jewish-Veteran-Issue-3-2020.pdf
mailto:JenDayBAA@iCloud.com?subject=
mailto:JenDayBAA@iCloud.com?subject=
https://www.jwv.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/The-Jewish-Veteran-Issue-3-2020.pdf
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My contact information has changed.  How do I update my email, phone 
number or address? 
It is vital that your contact information is current and it is your responsibility to update when 
necessary.  It is also really easy to do. 

   1.) Log in with your username and password.  If you need assistance with the log in  
credentials, please send a message to Contact Us and we will assist. 

   2.) Your name is in the upper right corner of the page.  Click on your name. 

   3.) To make any changes, click on "Edit Profile"  

   4.) On this new screen, click “Contact Information” 

   5.) Type in the new address information. 

   6.) Scroll to bottom of the page and click on UPDATE.  This step is vital to save your new 
information. 
   7.) Use the Contact Directors link on the website to notify Directors of both states (the one 
you have left and the one you have moved to) of your change in location.  

Email: After accessing your profile, click on “Manage Account”, Type in    
the new email. Click on Update at the bottom of the page.   (Ignore that 
Profile URL box) 

Password: After accessing Profile (as in above), click on “Manage Account”, then “Change    
Password”. Fill in requested information.  Click Change Password. 

Delete Account: There is currently no way for an individual to Unsubscribe (delete their    
profile/registration). If you wish to say “Adios”, you need to let us know by using the    
Contact Directors link.
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R e g a r d i n g  R e q u e s t s  
How do I volunteer for a request? 
Double check your schedule and if you are available, use the link at 
the bottom of the request email.  If the request has already been 
filled, you will be informed. If it hasn’t, you will be given an option to 
formally click on a link to volunteer yourself for it. 

What if I can’t volunteer for a request?   
Please do not reply to the request email to tell us why you can’t make it.  While we truly 
appreciate your willingness to serve, you are replying to an automated message.  Requests 
are sent out via automated system to all buglers in a 100-mile radius of the event. We don’t 
often check the automated email box.. but when we do.. people are telling us why they can’t 
volunteer for it.   Can’t volunteer, just hit that delete key! 

I’ve volunteered for a request... now what?   
From the request details, you have the requestor’s contact information 
available to you. You are advised to print that page just before clicking 
“Volunteer”  It is now your responsibility to contact the requestor as soon as 
practical to let them know you are their bugler and to get any further 
information you may need. If you failed to print that detail page before clicking 
on “Volunteer” you can always retrieve it from you’re My Events log on the tab 
bar, but remember you must be logged in to see that. 

I’ve volunteered for a request and now need to cancel.  
Canceling is a violation against the Directives for Buglers you agreed to when 
you registered.  Do NOT volunteer for a request before you have checked 
your schedule.   If it is a family emergency, contact your State Director 
immediately!   Not showing up lets down the family of the deceased and is 
grounds for membership removal. 

Help!!  I’ve lost the email with the event information!   
The place to find that is under the “My Events” tab after you’ve logged into the BAA web site.  
This page will show you all the events you are scheduled for and the information regarding 
them!   
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Thank you!  You’ve just clicked the 

VOLUNTEER button to accept that request for 
bugler support.  Now all you have to do is show 
up, right?   Not exactly! 
   
There are a few very important things yet to do 
before arriving at the designated location for the 
service.   And, while polishing your shoes may 

well be on the list, it is not the most important of details requiring your attention. 
  
First, chronologically as well as in order of importance… Call the requestor.   In case you 
were reading too fast, I’ll repeat that…. Call the requestor.   

Yes, the system is set up to send a message to the requestor to let them know they have a 
bugler, but the real world has proven over and over again that this auto-generated email is 
not the end-all of communication needed.  As the bugler now committed to serve this event, 
you must communicate directly with the requestor.  This direct contact serves many 
purposes, not the least of which is to give positive assurance of your intent to be there to 
sound the honor. 
  
For any number of reasons, the requestor may not have read that message sent from the 
BAA Request A Bugler system. 

One variation of the breakdown occurs when the request is submitted by someone at a 
funeral home.   No intended slight on their internal organization, but experience has shown 
that they are good about sending messages, but don’t always open and read incoming 
messages. 

This same scenario can often play out when the request comes through from a military unit.  
Incoming message traffic is not always routinely monitored. 

Even when the requestor is a family member or responsible friend, they all too often have 
many other concerns on their mind in times like this.  Sorting through and reading incoming 
email traffic is not necessarily at the top of their list of priorities. 
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O t h e r  F . A . Q . s  
How do I contact my State Director? 
Log in to the BAA web site and use the Contact Director option under the Contact Us tab. You 
will only see the Contact Directors option if you are logged in. 

IMPORTANT!  If you’ve moved to another state, it’s of extreme importance you contact 
your new State Director to inform them.  State Directors are only sent notifications of new 
registrants, not if someone has “moved in”. 

Emergencies.. Please contact your State Director. Sending an email to any 

official BAA email will not reach us in time to help you.  If you accepted a 
request and have a medical emergency keeping you from sounding Taps, 
Contact your State Director ASAP!  If you don’t have your director’s contact 
information, log in to the BAA site, under the ‘Contact us’ tab you will see 

Contact Directors. Click that. Fill out necessary information. An email will be sent. 

If you don’t see something you’re looking for on the 
BAA web site. Log in. Some things are only shown to members that 

are logged in and not the general public. 

Is there a way for me to record or get “credit” for events that are not 
requested through the BAA website? 
There is no way ‘record’ missions that don’t come in through the request system.   We have 
never kept count of individual's missions on BAA register or archive.  Many members have 
kept a personal 'log book' of their missions, and this has been more for personal reflection 
and memories than anything. 

I’ve lost the information for the request I’ve volunteered for!  
Log in, click on the ‘My Events’ tab. Ta-da! 

A very handy Quick Start guide for BAA members  
is available on the BAA web site in the Education tab.

http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/ContactUs/ContactDirectors.aspx
http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/Portals/0/Education/Quick%20Start%20Guide.pdf
http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/ContactUs/ContactDirectors.aspx
http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/Portals/0/Education/Quick%20Start%20Guide.pdf
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“The house looks wonderful. It's 
one of those places that you could 
spend all day there and the next 
time you visit, you still see 
something new.”  - Allison Petty

1818 Cuyler Ave., Berwyn, Illinois, 60402        For tour information: (708) 484-9029

Hours: By appointment. Please call (708) 484-9029 

Admission: No fee but donations welcome 

Parking: Street Parking. Please be aware of street cleaning hours on Friday 

What’s inside:  
Over 140 horns: Specialty and historic 

Different types of mouthpieces 

Military memorabilia 

Uniforms from 1776 to today that you can touch 

Bugle and military history 

History books and maps from all US wars. 

CDs and DVDs you can watch in the Media Room 

Historic Drum and Bugle Corps media 

Bugles Across America medals and patches 

Copies of BAA’s newsletter, Bugler’s Post 

A Congressional Gold medal
Stories from Tom Day himself!

The BAA Learning Center is open  
for visitors!
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The BAA Supply  C loset  

Pins:   
* Bugle Pins - These are not made of steel and will break if bent.  
* Lyre pins - We have a supply of gold and silver... however, the 
gold-colored ones must be painted silver for wear on the BAA 
uniform if you choose to include this optional item.    
* Small and large bugle pins with folded flag - Excellent for 
casual wear on suit lapels and caps.  
* Gold Star Mom's pins - In stock 

Patches: We have the BAA logo patch and the BAA Learning 
Center patch available. 

Coins: We have just a few BAA coins left. 
  
Medals & Ribbons:  We have all the medals, however, the ribbons for our medals are 
available through Glendale Parade Store.  State Directors can use these to give to buglers 
and local Vets. 
  
Flags:  We have BAA flags and Gold Star Mothers flags 
  
Horn Accessories:  I have 3c & 7c Kelly mouthpieces. 

Educational:  For those who do school programs, I have free copies of my booklet, “A Very 
Special Red, White and Blue”.   This is a workbook on the history of the American Flag.  I am 
also working on putting this flag history on DVD.  The program has been a real hit at the 
many schools where I have presented it.   

Clothing: We now have both bright green and orange t-shirts and sweatshirts. Great for 
walkers and bikers. You'll be seen in these for sure. These shirts were updated to welcome 
BAA to its 18th year and to honor the 100th Anniversary of WWI. 

Please send requests via email to Tom Day at TomJDay@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:TomJDay@sbcglobal.net
mailto:TomJDay@sbcglobal.net
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Face Masks!  Wear because you care 
BAA member, Julie Levine, has been authorized to custom print and 
offer the BAA logo on a 2-layer polyester mask. The logo is small 
and understated, offering a classy mask to wear while serving our 
veterans, and is permanently dyed to the material. There are 3 
sizes available, masks are non-medical grade but are washable 
and reusable. www.munchkinenterprises.com/custom-face-masks/ 

Masks are $10 each (+ $2 shipping) 
$1 from each mask sale gets donated back to BAA.   
Order 10 masks, get 1 free. 
Orders will be shipped the day after ordered. 

Venmo, Zelle, Check, and Paypal accepted. 
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Cool Weather Jacket - $65 (+ shipping) 
Embroidered black lined jacket has elastic cuffs, 2 side 
pockets and a zippered inside pocket!  BAA logo on the back 
and your name embroidered on the front. 

Warm Weather Jacket - $50 (+ shipping) 

Light weight, embroidered, micro-fiber jacket. Lightly 
gathered elastic bottom and cuffs.  Slash pockets on the 
outside and one velcro-closed inside pocket. BAA logo on 
the back and your name embroidered on the front. 

There is an extra $3.00 charge for an embroidered bugle with the name. 

To order, contact Jeanie Buchanan at: 
  

GENIE BEE’S EMBROIDERY 
586-749-9700 
geniebees@gmail.com 

Casual wear only.  Must not be worn to serve funeral missions!

SHOW YOUR COLORS!

* Accepts checks and requires half as a down 
payment at the time of ordering. 

* Beyond 1XL may be a slightly higher price. 
* Current turn around time is about a couple 

weeks, but will depend on demand.

mailto:geniebees@gmail.com
http://www.munchkinenterprises.com/custom-face-masks/?fbclid=IwAR3eMhccqtl917qNRYiymeFNMau0Dsikgw08iE22fArieiIc1KMi4mc6k64
mailto:mail@munchkinenterprises.com?subject=BAA%20Mask%20order
http://www.munchkinenterprises.com/custom-face-masks/
http://www.munchkinenterprises.com/custom-face-masks/?fbclid=IwAR3eMhccqtl917qNRYiymeFNMau0Dsikgw08iE22fArieiIc1KMi4mc6k64
mailto:mail@munchkinenterprises.com?subject=BAA%20Mask%20order
http://www.munchkinenterprises.com/custom-face-masks/
mailto:geniebees@gmail.com
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“Bugler On Duty”  
Magnetic Sign  

These car magnets are printed on heavy-duty material 
and ideally suited for car door signage.  $19 for one 
and $35 for two. 

ISSUE # 56 JANUARY  2021

KELLY Mouthpieces now offers 
their Lexan Bugle & Trumpet Mouthpieces 
in our newest Steel-Grey Color to blend in 
with your Taps environment! 

KELLY Mouthpieces - Feel the Comfort! 
Precision Lexan & 316-Surgical-Stainless-
Steel Mouthpieces! 

674 South Pioneer Road 
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin  54935-9190 

U.S.A. 
www.KellyMouthpieces.com 

jkelly@KellyMouthpieces.com 
  

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Flickr! 

BAA Name Tags! 
Introductions are always easier if someone 
knows your name.  Help them remember 
yours with a BAA name tag.  

 
Your choice of 
clutch-pin or 
magnetic back. 

$7.00 (includes shipping).   

Contact Teresa at  
TMK Awards 

tjmccuean@gmail.com   
(313) 999-4111 

VS Printing Services, LLC 
Attn: Vytas Sulaitis 

1218 Ostrander Avenue 
La Grange Park, IL 60526 

vsprinting@hotmail.com 
(708) 655-4774 

To place an order please contact:

mailto:vsprinting@hotmail.com
mailto:tjmccuean@gmail.com?subject=BAA%20Name%20tag
http://www.KellyMouthpieces.com
mailto:jkelly@KellyMouthpieces.com
https://www.facebook.com/PrecisonLexanAndStainlessSteelMouthpieces/
https://twitter.com/KELLYMouthpiece
https://www.flickr.com/photos/kelly_mouthpieces
http://www.KellyMouthpieces.com
mailto:jkelly@KellyMouthpieces.com
https://www.facebook.com/PrecisonLexanAndStainlessSteelMouthpieces/
https://twitter.com/KELLYMouthpiece
https://www.flickr.com/photos/kelly_mouthpieces
mailto:tjmccuean@gmail.com?subject=BAA%20Name%20tag
mailto:vsprinting@hotmail.com
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American Heritage Field Trumpet by Getzen 
Every day in America, approximately 1,800 World War II and Korean War veterans pass 
away.   These brave men and women risked their lives to defend the land they loved, and yet 
as many as 75% of these heroes will not be given the honor of having Taps sounded at their 
funeral by a live bugler. 
    
In 2000, Bugles Across America was founded to secure a means of locating and to provide a 
real bugler for this honor, but many soon found themselves wishing for a quality bugle that 
was readily available and MADE IN THE USA. 
   
A Wisconsin BAA member, Dan Erikson made contact with Tom Getzen and began a 
discussion about the need for a good field trumpet (bugle) to be dedicated for this purpose.  
Tom Getzen enthusiastically embraced the concept, and soon he introduced BAA 
representatives to the American Heritage Field Trumpet (AHFT). 

The M2003 AHFT is available in two presentations. The Standard model or the Elite 
in silver finish. All are produced in the same workshop and by the same instrument 
craftsmen that make the Getzen professional-grade horns. In materials, fit, finish, 
and playability, the AHFT is truly a top-level, professional instrument. The AHFT is 
manufactured to play in the key of B-flat, but an optional G-slide can be purchased 
for either model. This gives the owner the ability to switch between these two most 
often used keys by merely exchanging the tuning slide. Many of us consider this to 
be a very valuable asset of the AHFT, and it certainly is less expensive than buying 
two separate horns. 

While the AHFT can be ordered through any authorized Getzen 
dealer, verified BAA members can order direct from the factory 
at a price specifically discounted for BAA.  Members may also 
choose to have the optional BAA logo engraved on the bell at no 
additional cost.  About the trumpet. 

Current pricing and order information is on the BAA web site on 
the LINKS tab. 

If you are considering purchasing the AHFT, please email  
galaxypilot@verizon.net so we can provide membership 

verification to Getzen. 

http://www.getzen.com/trumpet/specialty/field/
mailto:galaxypilot@verizon.net
http://www.getzen.com/trumpet/specialty/field/
mailto:galaxypilot@verizon.net
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Are you not receiving emails from BAA?   
You could be having... 

Internet Service Provider and Firewall Problems 

If you receive email through a service provider such as aol.com, yahoo.com, or even 
gmail,  or you have firewall software such as Norton's Internet Security or Anti-virus, 
please add our email address, info@buglesacrossamerica.org  
and requests@buglesacrossamerica.org to your address book and unblock email list. 

In an effort to control SPAM these companies are blocking 
certain emails before they reach your inbox or discarding 
emails into a separate folder other than your inbox based on 
certain criteria. The emails that are auto-generated to notify 
you of bugler requests, as well as important notices sent from 
time to time, and our newsletter The Buglers Post are sent to 
you from this address.
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Military.com  Military Funeral Honors
 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs - Memorial Benefits

Perhaps, the best collection of the pertinent information 
would be found in Congressional Research Service Report 
RS21545, - Military Funeral Honors and Military Cemeteries 
and FAQ

http://www.military.com/benefits/burial-and-memorial/military-funeral-honors.html?comp=7000022779922&rank=1
http://explore.va.gov/memorial-benefits?gclid=CPHgkqzY28UCFVcSHwodDxUA5Q
https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/RS21545.pdf
https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/RS21545.pdf
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=3736208&msgid=6297895&act=OESM&c=35650&destination=http%3A%2F%2Faol.com%2F
http://yahoo.com/
mailto:info@buglesacrossamerica.org
mailto:requests@buglesacrossamerica.org
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=3736208&msgid=6297895&act=OESM&c=35650&destination=http%3A%2F%2Faol.com%2F
http://yahoo.com/
mailto:info@buglesacrossamerica.org
mailto:requests@buglesacrossamerica.org
http://www.military.com/benefits/burial-and-memorial/military-funeral-honors.html?comp=7000022779922&rank=1
http://explore.va.gov/memorial-benefits?gclid=CPHgkqzY28UCFVcSHwodDxUA5Q
https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/RS21545.pdf
https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/RS21545.pdf
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Bugles Across America Pages 

Bugles Across America 

BAA Bugler Directives 

BAA on Facebook 

 
BAA Individual State’s Facebook 
Pages 

BAA New York on Facebook 

BAA Kentucky on Facebook 

BAA Hawaii on Facebook 

BAA Oklahoma on Facebook 

BAA Utah on Facebook 

BAA Maryland on Facebook 

BAA Michigan on Facebook 

BAA North Carolina on Facebook 

BAA South Carolina on Facebook 

Gear & Decorative 

Getzen 

Scentsy Service & Sacrifice Warmer 

Organizations 

Spirit of ’45 

Drum Corps International 

Association of Military Musicians 

Freelancers Alumni Drum and Bugle Corps 

Regimental Drum Major Association 

The Bent Prop Project 

Coalition to Salute America’s Heroes 
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KEY LINKS

If you have any articles or bugler stories that you would like to see in the next 
Newsletter, please email JenDayBAA@iCloud.com   

All stories MUST be written, edited, ready for publishing and preferably a photo along 
with it. I am also looking for bugle, bugler or Taps trivia & facts.  If you know of any, please 
email me. If this information comes from somewhere specific, please site that.   Thank you.

http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/
http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/Education/DirectivesForBuglers.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/BuglesAcrossAmerica
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Bugles-Across-America-New-York/173270639393293?sk=wall
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100002336727938&sk=wall
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Bugles-Across-America-Hawaii/133153030060190
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100003487171428&sk=wall
https://www.facebook.com/Bugles.Across.America.Utah?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/buglesacrossamericaMD/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bugles-Across-America-Michigan/575190435868793?filter=3
https://www.facebook.com/BuglesAcrossAmericaNC/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1331542023590346/
https://jenday.scentsy.us/Scentsy/Buy/Category/1149
http://www.getzen.com/trumpet/specialty/field/
https://jenday.scentsy.us/shop/p/23177/service-and-sacrifice-warmer
http://www.spiritof45.org
http://www.dci.org
http://a-m-m.us/
http://freelancers-alumni.org
http://www.drummajor.net
http://www.bentprop.org/
http://hhv.org/
https://saluteheroes.org/
http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/
http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/Education/DirectivesForBuglers.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/BuglesAcrossAmerica
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Bugles-Across-America-New-York/173270639393293?sk=wall
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100002336727938&sk=wall
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Bugles-Across-America-Hawaii/133153030060190
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100003487171428&sk=wall
https://www.facebook.com/Bugles.Across.America.Utah?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/buglesacrossamericaMD/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bugles-Across-America-Michigan/575190435868793?filter=3
https://www.facebook.com/BuglesAcrossAmericaNC/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1331542023590346/
https://jenday.scentsy.us/Scentsy/Buy/Category/1149
http://www.getzen.com/trumpet/specialty/field/
https://jenday.scentsy.us/shop/p/23177/service-and-sacrifice-warmer
http://www.spiritof45.org
http://www.dci.org
http://a-m-m.us/
http://freelancers-alumni.org
http://www.drummajor.net
http://www.bentprop.org/
http://hhv.org/
https://saluteheroes.org/
mailto:JenDayBAA@icloud.com?subject=
mailto:JenDayBAA@icloud.com?subject=

