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ISSUE # 59 JULY 2021

Dear BAA members, 

Thank you for all the wonderful work you’ve 
been doing.  It’s been tough during the 
pandemic but we’re seeing the light at the end 
of this tunnel.  Please use common sense and 
be safe. Covid isn’t gone yet and we want you 
to stay safe.   

I’ve gotten so many letters from families that you’ve rendered 
Taps for recently. YOU make a difference. Thank you for being 
there for them. 

I’ve been keeping busy rendering Taps for people in the 
Chicago are who have called me directly. Seven recently and I 
have another few scheduled for July.  I haven’t participated in 
any events with the City of Chicago as I usually do, but 
hopefully next year things will be back to normal.   

I want to remind you all to send me your BAA business card for 
the drawing for a horn. I’m running low so your chances of 
winning are high!  Let’s see them! 

 Again.. stay well and please get vaccinated.  If not for you… do 
it for your neighbor, family, friends. Being sick form Covid is no 
joke and too many lives were lost during this pandemic. 
   
Should you find yourself in the Chicago area, please come and 
visit. I’d love to show you around the Learning Center. 

God Bless you all, 
Tom Day 
BAA Founder and President

BAA Briefing 
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We are looking for experienced BAA buglers to fill the role of State Director in the states  
that currently do not have a full time Director.   

What do State Directors do, you ask?   

* Keep tabs on the requests that come in to make sure they’re being filled and reach out to 
buglers and get it filled before it goes unfilled. 

* Interview and audition new volunteers

* Instruct the new member on the process of accepting requests, what is expected of them 
once they volunteer for a mission, and what to expect while on a mission.

* Reach out to your state roster from time to time to check in.

* If you have the opportunity, community outreach 

If there is an Assistant State Leader as well, dividing up responsibilities is a fantastic way to 
manage your state efficiently.

Qualifications: 

If you believe you may be interested in and have time for a leadership role with BAA, 
please email galaxypilot@verizon.net to be considered with your experience and why you’d 

like to be a director for your state.  
There will be a mandatory background check if considered. 

States in need: * Connecticut 
* Indiana 
* Iowa 
* Massachusetts 
* Michigan 
* Montana 

* North Dakota 
* Oregon 
* Rhode Island 
* South Carolina 
* West Virginia 
* Wyoming

* Computer literacy (Not programming.. just use) 
* Passion for serving veterans 

* Communication Skills 
* Spare time you can dedicate  

mailto:galaxypilot@verizon.net
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The Great Horn Giveaway contest for June is complete! 

Without further delay, the winner drawn from all who entered is….   

Faith Noah of New Jersey 

The next drawing is in August.  Have you sent  

Tom Day your BAA business card? 

Bugles Across America NFP  
c/o Tom Day, Founder  
1824 S. Cuyler Ave.  

Berwyn, Illinois 60402 

If you still do not have a BAA business card, a reasonable place to start is with the BAA Card 
Template found under the For Buglers Only in the Education tab.   Remember you must be 
logged in to access that option. 

Jeff Mills - Massachusetts (Winner #58) 
Just wanted to let you know, the beautiful horn has arrived. I am so excited to put it through its 
paces and bring it into the field. Thank you! 

John Todd - Idaho (Winner #58) 
Here is the new Andalucia trumpet that Tom sent me from the BAA 
drawing.  I am at the Mountain Home, Idaho Memorial Day ceremony 
with the American Legion Post 26 Honor Guard.  Wow, I must say that 
this new trumpet has a HUGE voice.  I love it!  Thank you so much 
and it is an honor to do our job and especially with a fine instrument 
like this!  

http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/Education/ForBuglersOnly.aspx
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Hidden somewhere in this newsletter is a small image of a bugle.  This bugle will be cleverly 
inserted into either dialogue or a photo.  All you need to do is carefully read through all the 
great information, and keep a sharp eye out for the little bugle.   

“How do I enter?”  Find the bugle, note the location then copy and paste the official entry 
form to your email. The form can be found on the following page or on the BAA web site under 
the Bugler’s Post tab.    

Fill out the required information and email it to galaxypilot@verizon.net 
    

“How will I know if I won?”  Three winners will be selected randomly by drawing from all 
correct entries on August 1st.   Winners will then be contacted by email. 

“What can I win?”  A $50 gift certificate for your choice of T&T Uniform, Glendale's Parade 
Store, Amazon or Barnes & Noble.  After three issues (six months), those nine winners will be 
put 'in the hat' for a Grand Prize drawing that will produce one winner of a nice, reconditioned 
horn to be chosen by Tom.   

An example of the image you will be looking for is under the magnifying glass in the banner.  

The bugle may be presented in any orientation; in other words, it may be horizontal, vertical, 
or at any angle.  

Good luck, happy ‘bugle hunting’! 

Legal Fine Print 
* Only one entry per person per contest period, and must be submitted on the official entry form to the 

designated email address.   
* Entries must be in by midnight Pacific Time on the 30th day after publication of that newsletter. 
* Selection of winning entries will be final.   
* Newsletter staff and BAA National Officers are not eligible for contest entry.   
* Bugles Across America, nfp will not be liable for any misdirected or incomplete entries.  
* No substitutions for awarded prizes will be made.

http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/Portals/0/BP_Issues/FoundTheBugleEntry.pdf
mailto:galaxypilot@verizon.net
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In the Bugler’s Post, Issue #: _____ 
I found the BUGLE hidden on page: _____ 
in the: _________________________                      
(describe the specific location , such as article, paragraph, line number or picture) 

Name: ___________________  

Email: ___________________         
(This email address will be used to notify the winner and deliver the prize) 

Telephone: _____________________ 

Mailing Address:  

 Street: _______________________________ 

 City: _________________________________ 

 State, Zip: ____________________________ 

All entries must be by email submission of this Official Entry Form, and must be received no 
later than midnight Pacific time, thirty days after the publication of this Bugler’s Post issue.  
Entry sequence will be determined by the time stamp indicated upon arrival of form. 

By presenting this entry, I agree to all terms and conditions of the contest and prize winner 
selection described in the official rules as presented within the Bugler’s Post. 

Bugles Across America, nfp, is not to be held liable for any misdirected or incomplete entries, 
or for communication circumstances beyond our control.  Entry is limited to one per person, 
per issue or contest period. 

Copy and Paste this form into your email.   
Fill in the blanks and email the entry to galaxypilot@verizon.net 

mailto:galaxypilot@verizon.net
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We want to extend a hearty congratulations to the three winners of Issue #58 who were 
selected at random from all the correct entries. 

And the winners are....  

Robert Hoff  of Idaho 

Tom Ennis of Michigan 

Con Snavely of Pennsylvania 

Each received a $50 gift card and was placed in the running with 1 in 9 odds of winning the 
grand prize drawing.   All non-winners for the year are eligible to enter each contest period. 

Where was it?!
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July 
4 - Independence Day 
5 - Independence Day (Observed) 
25 - National Hire A Veteran Day 
27 - Korean War Veterans Armistice Day 
28 - National Buffalo Soldiers Day 
29 - Army Chaplain Corps Anniversary  

August 
Anti-Terrorism Awareness Month 
1 - Air Force Day 
4 - Coast Guard Day 
7 - Purple Heart Day 
10 - U.S. Department of Defense Birthday 
10 - Agent Orange Awareness Day 
14 - Navajo Code Talkers Day 
16 - National Airborne Day 

September 
National Suicide Prevention Month 
6 - Labor Day (1st Mon) 
2 - VJ Day 
10 - Department of Defense Birthday 
11 - Patriot Day  (9/11) 
15-16 - Yom Kippur 
17-23 - Constitution Week 
17 - Citizenship Day 
17 - POW/MIA Recognition Day (3rd Fri) 
18 - Air Force Birthday 
18 - Air National Guard Birthday 
26 - Gold Star Mother’s Day (Last Sun) 
29 - Rosh Hashanah Begins (Sunset) 
29 - VFW Day

Below are the national and patriotic holidays in 2021 for the next three months.  This is informational 
only. You are not required to participate in these events.
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Questions get asked from time to time, so we decided to introduce this new section in the 
Bugler’s Post. As members of such an important organization, it is vital that we know the 
history and facts about our Missions and things related to them. One or two questions will be 
answered in each issue, co-written by Ohio’s State Directors, Steve Bow, Carol McCutcheon, 
and Pennsylvania’s Howard Reitenbaugh. If you have a question, feel free to send it to 
JenDayBAA@icloud.com 
 

Who Wrote Taps? 

Taps, as we know it was adapted by Union Army Brigadier General 
Daniel Adams Butterfield. It is considered an “adaptation” because the 
melodic contour or “shape” of the bugle call already existed. General 
Butterfield thought that the existing call used for “lights out” was too 
harsh and he wanted to soften the melody. 

General Butterfield was born in 1831 in Utica, New York.  He graduated 
from Union College in Schenectady, New York.  After graduation, he 
held several jobs including working for the America Express Company 
which his father founded. From 1861 to 1870 he served in the U.S. 
Army. He died in 1901 and is buried at West Point. 

General Butterfield had an extensive experience during the Civil War. He was involved in the 
Peninsula Campaign, the Seven Days Battle (when Taps was “written”), the Battle of Gaines’ 
Mill, the Second Battle of Bull Run, the Battle of Antietam, the Battle of Fredericksburg, the 
Battle of Gettysburg and the Atlanta Campaign.  He eventually earned the Medal of Honor. 

Taps is known by a two other titles. You may hear it referred to as “Butterfield’s Lullaby” or 
“Day is Done”. The later names have declined in their use, however you may still see those 
referrals in older documents. 

Taps premiered in July of 1862 at Harrison’s Landing in Virginia.  The plantation boasts a 
beautiful memorial there which should be a destination for all of us and on our “bucket lists”. 

mailto:JenDayBAA@icloud.com
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Michael May - Colorado State Director
I'm a Denver, Colorado native. I started playing trumpet at eight years 
old and pursued a minor degree in music from the University of 
Northern Colorado. I became an Eagle Scout at 15 and stayed in 
scouting into my early twenties and left as a Junior Assistant 
Scoutmaster.   

I joined BAA about three years ago under then State Director, Tim Park, who I cannot thank 
enough for his service both as a Navy Veteran and BAA bugler.  I come from a strong military 
family. My uncle Jim May was one of the US Army liberators of Dachau Concentration Camp 
in 1945. He was one of three of my dad's brothers to fight in World War II.  

I've had a strong desire to serve my country. However, health reasons prevented the 
opportunity. I explored options with the Civil Air Patrol and the United States Coast Guard 
Auxiliary, but BAA presented the most heartfelt options for me. What we do is so important 
and is the best gift I believe we can provide for our fallen and their families. I am extremely 
proud to be a part of BAA.   

Thank you, 
Michael A. May, State Director, CO BAA

NEW STATE DIRECTOR 
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Ronan Maher - Washington 
I am 13 years old and just moved to Washington state from North 
Carolina. I am an Eagle Scout and am close to earning all 137 merit 
badges. I began learning to play the trumpet in order to earn the 
bugling merit badge and was lucky to work on the merit badge with 
Mr. Glenn Traylor, North Carolina’s State Director for Bugles Across 
America. I enjoy bugling and am honored to sound Taps on missions 
for BAA. Thanks for including me and making me feel welcome! 

Lawrence Busch - Wisconsin 
It was the hottest day of the summer, right after a big rain and the burial was in the corner of 
a local cemetery.  Across the fence was a huge mud hole with about 50 hogs in it. There are 
three things to remember: 1.) Taps comes right after the gun salute, 2.) You must do your job 
respectfully, and 3.) Hogs are afraid of sudden, loud noises. Well, after the gun salute, those 
hogs came out of that mud hole as fast as lightning, barking all the way! It was hilarious… 
but, I had a job to do, and I did it!  Later, back at the church, I asked the priest if he had 
noticed the hog commotion and how I still rendered Taps. He said he didn’t know how I 
managed that!  I referred him to my point #2! 

Julie Levine - California 
BAA bugler, Larry Ballenger and I are both in the Burbank 
Community Band and every year we entertain and move crowds 
with patriotic music at the Burbank Memorial Day Ceremony. 
This year, a video was pieced 
together with us playing, 

speeches, and chosen photos from previous years. It really is 
a wonderful event I look forward to every year. Here’s the 
videos of Larry and I playing a beautiful rendition of Amazing 
Grace, and myself sounding Taps 

ISSUE # 59 JULY 2021

https://youtu.be/R5qvJ4xKpd8?t=2930
https://youtu.be/R5qvJ4xKpd8?t=2930
https://youtu.be/R5qvJ4xKpd8?t=3095
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Everett Ackley - Tennessee (BSA Troop 911, Age 15) 
I just recently rendered Taps at my first memorial event. In the days leading up to it, it was 
on my mind consistently. I practiced five minutes, every hour, each day for three day prior. I 
wanted it to sound as good as I possibly could when the time came. When the day came, I 
still practiced each hour, and when it was time to go, I got my uniform on and headed out. I 
wasn’t worried, just nervous. We arrived early and watched the uniformed military personnel 
get ready. When they finished I followed them in. They talked to the memorial coordinator 
and he told me what to do. Just wait until they salute and then play. 

All those who knew the veteran got up and talked about him and I spent the time just drying 
my palms and keeping my bugle warm. Before I knew it we were lined up and they were 
marching in. I aligned myself to the center of the doorway and licked my lips, which I then 
had to wipe off. I saw them salute and I raised the bugle and started playing. I took in the 
warmth of the setting sun on my back and the resonating sound of my bugle. I hit the high 
note and then climbed back down and finished it out. I lowered my bugle and they finished 
their salute. While watching them unfold the flag, I was analyzing my rendition of Taps. I felt 
like I did really well. They presented the flag to the family and walked out. They said I did a 
great job and that they were surprised it was my first time. They left, and I packed my bugle 
and went to the car and went home. I didn’t know what I expected but it wasn’t as hard for 
me as I thought it’d be. Just forty-five seconds of playing made a difference. 

Tom Sneeringer, BAA Maryland State Director 
I’m entering this report to commend former Assistant State Director, Dean Martin.  Dean is 
one our stalwart members and maintains a very productive relationship with the military 
offices, especially with the Coast Guard.  Smithburg is quite close to Pennsylvania and, this 
past Memorial Day,  Dean intrepidly crossed the Mason-Dixon Line to sound Taps at 
Providence Senior Assistant Living, in Chambersburg, PA.  As is true for many of us 
providing our services at retirement facilities, Dean wondered as he was driving just how 
many veterans would be present. To his surprise and delight, there was a large number of 
veterans, but also mothers and fathers of deceased sons wearing military insignia ball caps.  
  
The supervisor told Dean that one of her residents was adamant about asking Bugles 
Across America to sound Taps on Memorial Day for them. The man had told her that “Bugles 
Across America is the best — they won't let you down.”  After the ceremony, one resident 
told Dean that he had done a great job.  “Yeah,” Dean replied, "for someone who forgot to 
bring the sheet music, it wasn't bad.”  The man laughed and said, "I can tell this isn't your 
first go-‘round.”  So true.  Thanks, Dean.
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Larry Icenogle - California 
In mid-March, I had the honor of rendering a final salute to retired Marine 
Colonel Harold ‘Cy’ Blanton at Riverside National Cemetery.  An only child 
born in 1930, Col. Blanton grew up on his grandparents’ farm, joined the 
Merchant Marines, enlisted in the Marine Corps and received an 
appointment to the U.S. Naval Academy after graduating from the Bolles 
Military Academy in Jacksonville, Florida, in 1952.   

A decorated Korean War veteran, then-Lieutenant Blanton’s platoon was involved in the last 
battle of the war, and a photo of him talking to a Chinese officer after the cease-fire and 
truce appeared in the August 1953 issue of Life magazine.    

Colonel Blanton was a distinguished warfighter who commanded combat units at every level 
through regiment and fought in the Vietnam War, as well.  He retired from the Marine Corps 
in 1979, then worked in the Arizona legislature for many years, retiring as its director of 
personnel. He and his wife Alice spent their last years at Altavita, a military retirement village 
formerly known as Air Force Village West in Riverside, California.  

In his later years, he befriended his neighbor, a World War II veteran, Lieutenant General 
Harry E. Goldsworthy, U.S. Air Force. General Goldsworthy, who just turned 107, has the 
distinction of being the world’s oldest general officer!  He and Colonel Blanton enjoyed each 
other’s company and were such a part of each other’s lives that when the latter died, his 
daughter – Folly (Blanton) Rodgers – quickly filled in 
for her Dad as the general’s occasional social 
companion and ‘good neighbor.’   

Thanks to my work with Bugles Across America, I 
have the opportunity to meet such caring and 
compassionate people as Colonel Blanton’s 
daughter, Folly, and her brother, Don.  Their stories 
of bona fide warriors like their Dad and General 
Goldsworthy keep me informed as well as 
entertained and give me the pleasure of meeting 
some extraordinary military family members.  I 
couldn’t ask for a better – or higher – calling than 
being a BAA bugler.  
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Michael F. Chandler, Bugler and Gospel Minister - California 
“Sound from the Dead” 
Several months ago, I accepted a mission to serve as a bugler for an Army veteran. The 
deceased had lived a full life, but also suffered an array of physical problems including a 
serious heart condition. The service was held at a local crematorium not far from my home. I 
arrived and the director led me to the veteran’s daughter. I said, “Good afternoon, ma’am. I’m 
Michael Chandler, with Bugles Across America. I am so sorry for your loss. Please let me 
know how I can serve your family.” As there was no color guard, she was especially grateful 
to know that Taps would be rendered to honor her father.  

After a few minutes, the daughter nodded to me and I rendered the haunting melody. She 
then went forward before the small gathering of mostly family and thanked them for coming 
out to pay their respects. All then stood about just talking quietly and reminiscing. It then 
occurred to me that this family was without a pastor – no one present to offer comfort, read 
from the word of God, explain the way to heaven, and speak to them of the love of God 
whose Son died for sinners and rose again that they might be forgiven and have assurance 
of eternal life. I approached the daughter and explained that I would be pleased to bring that 
kind of encouragement. She gratefully accepted. Everyone was called again into the room 
where I had taken my place in front, next to the coffin. There, with my Bible, open I explained 
the way of salvation and the offer of a relationship with God which He avails us all by faith in 
Christ. I concluded my thoughts with Jesus’ own words, which He spoke outside the tomb of 
one of His dear friends who had died four days earlier. He said, “I am the resurrection and the 
life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live” (John 11:25). Jesus proved His 
power to give life when He raised His friend back to life! “He came into the world to save 
sinners and He can be your Savior too,” I said.  

Holding my bugle up, I rendered Taps once more and then led the family in a benediction. 
While I was praying, I heard a kind of beeping sound. Thinking someone’s cell phone went 
off, I thought nothing of it. But, after I said “Amen,” the soldier’s daughter exclaimed, “Did you 
hear that? Did you all hear that? That beeping sound… that was dad’s pacemaker going off. 
That’s the sound it makes when the battery needs to be replaced. I can’t believe this! Dad is 
speaking to us!” 

Over the past thirty years, I’ve conducted many funerals and graveside services. I’ve been 
grateful to serve as a bugler for some of these too. But this is the first time anyone “spoke” to 
his loved ones from the dead. The timing was uncanny. Perhaps, just maybe, those present 
were alerted to take their human frailty more seriously and consider what I had to say. As 
buglers, the service we bring is more than just twenty four mournful notes; it is the touch of 
real humanity – life reaching life and, perhaps, if given the opportunity, speaking to the 
hurting about the eternal things that matter most. 

I have been a member of BAA since 2011 and pastor of Victor Valley Bible Church in 
Victorville, CA where I have served since 1996. 
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Frances Baker - South Carolina 
On April 1, 2021, I was asked to play for the internment of a veteran of the Women's Royal 
Army Corps. She was a multi-talented member of their band. She was 
buried alongside our own veterans in Fort Jackson, SC National 
Cemetery. The really cool thing about this was that I rendered "The 
Last Post" instead of "Taps." As is customary for British Veteran 
funerals, we then had a 2 minute period of silence. Immediately 
following the silence, "Reveille" was played. This is to symbolize the 
resurrection. The WRAC has its own very specific Reveille. I called 
all over England, but no one had it written down. So, I charted it.  

Two of my teenagers were asked to be the Honor Guard for both 
flags. The casket was double draped. They folded the American flag 
and presented the oldest child with it, the traditional words of 
gratitude for their loved one's service, and an American salute.  

Then they folded the Union Jack and presented it to the 2nd oldest 
child, with traditional gratitude and a British Salute. 

The veteran had immigrated to America and became a US Citizen.  
At her own request, her casket was double draped. American flag on 
top, Union Jack on the bottom; representative of working backwards 
and going back to her roots.  

Everyone cried. Everyone.  

Keane Matthews - North Carolina 
The Gethsemane Memorial Gardens of Charlotte, NC, has an 
annual Memorial Day ceremony. They contact me directly every 
year to sound Taps at the ceremony. They included Bugles Across 
America in the program. This year's keynote speaker was Major 
General Richwine, USMC.
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Doug Chambliss - Colorado 
In 1966, I got my first Yamaha Cornet and brought it home from school. I 
spent hours trying to figure it out. I chose it because it only had three 
buttons (how hard can it be?). Also, I was and still am a big fan of Herb 
Alpert and the TJB. I got better with time and played through high school, 
1974. Then came a 42-year hiatus, working as a locomotive engineer 
(blowing a different kind of horn). I retired in 2016 and thought, now what? 
So I dusted off the old horn and joined a community band. My face hurt for 

about six months! I have added a Yamaha Trumpet and Flugelhorn to 
my collection. Last summer, we moved from Indiana to Colorado to be 
near our Daughter, Son in Law and Grandson. But no community bands 
are meeting because of Covid-19. I found out about BAA and found a 
new purpose in life. Since becoming a BAA volunteer, I have sounded 
Taps for two Korean Conflict Veterans and had two more assignments 
in May. This is where the Yamaha Flugelhorn has become my favorite 
horn as the tone is ideal for the sounding of Taps. Thank you, BAA, for 
giving me this honor and for the service you provide for our Nation's 
Heroes. 

Don Woodside - North Carolina 
A neighbor here in Matthews Plantation came by at sundown. He said he knew I was a 
volunteer with Bugles Across America and used my uncle's bugle from POW Japan at sunset 
for neighbors. He said Taps had not been rendered for his family… so I stood beside my 
American flag and rendered Taps for him to record and send to family. It was an honor. 

Larry Icenogle - California 
Normally, on the last Monday of May each year at 8 a.m., the 
American Legion Post 288 and the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) 
Post 1614 of La Crescenta, conduct a Memorial Day Celebration for 
the Crescenta Valley Community, to honor and mourn the military 
personnel from the community that died while serving in the United 
States Armed Forces.  

The guys invited me to take part this year, having met me at the BAA-mission burial service 
of one of their American Legion brothers. You might recognize me -- and the two plugs for 
BAA -- at the 5:20 and 20:20 marks of the video.   

National Anthem  and Taps 

Flugelhorn, Trumpet, Cornet.

https://youtu.be/UqzBfaAke4s?t=316
https://youtu.be/UqzBfaAke4s?t=1213
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Donald Root - Texas 
My Most Important and Difficult Sounding of Taps 
I served in the U.S. Special Forces with many great soldiers in the 1970's. When my old A-
team leader called and informed me that our beloved Team Sergeant had passed away, I was 
saddened. He had been ill with Alzheimer's for several years, and his passing was not 
unexpected. The funeral was going to be at the Spring Lake Veterans Cemetery near Ft 
Bragg, NC; I live in Texas. I called a fellow team member who lived nearby and asked about 
the funeral arrangements and asked if there would be a live bugler. He told me the family was 
not sure and then asked that I bring my bugle. 

Here is where it gets interesting; The widow was glad to see members of the SGM's team 
present and excited that I was available to sound Taps. I spoke with the funeral director, who 
informed us that the U.S. Army Special Forces would provide the MFH and was providing an 
electronic playing of Taps. I gave her my card and explained that I was a member of Bugles 
Across America (BAA) and the family and team members would like me to sound live Taps. 
She told me emphatically NO, that she would not use BAA. As it turns out a few years prior, a 
BAA bugler had played so poorly that the family had reported her to the State Funeral Board, 
and then bugler had then sent her a bill. We talked separately for a few minutes and she 
would agree to let me play if I could satisfy her that I could sound Taps correctly. I agreed, 
and we went outside, and I rendered part of the call for her. She was satisfied and allowed 
me to sound Taps to honor the family's wishes. 

When we arrived at the cemetery, I coordinated with the soldiers and director on the 
sequence of events. There was to be a short service in a small chapel, too small to play 
inside, and I would be rendering Taps outside when the doors were opened. This seemed like 
a very straightforward ceremony. 

When all family and friends were inside the chapel and the doors closed, I found myself alone 
with my bugle, and it hit me that this would be the most important sounding of Taps in my life. 
The ceremony seemed to last for an eternity (it was only about 5 minutes), and sadness 
came over me. A lump formed in my chest, my eyes began to tear, and my lips trembled. As I 
silently wondered how I could play. Before I could dwell too long, the doors opened, and that 
was my cue; I raised the bugle and began. There was a slight bobble as I found the first note. 
I stiffened my embouchure and continued. I held each long note just a little longer telling 
myself, "three more notes, just three more notes, you can do this." The following 22 notes 
were flawless. When I got to the last note, the finality of the service hit me. As I held the final 
note, my lips quivered slightly, and there was a noticeable sad trill from the horn as the sound 
faded. The doors closed and again, I stood alone, wondering. 

After the flag was folded, inspected, and presented, the doors opened. The priest was the 
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- cont - 
first out and complimented me on an excellent and emotional rendering. As I waited for my 
team members, many of the friends with tears in their eyes personally thanked and 
complimented me. Lastly, I received a very tight and emotional hug and a thank you from the 
SGM’s widow. I had done my job well.  

The entire event reinforced to me how vital the sounding of Taps is to the families. I 
committed myself to practice harder that I never fail in sounding the honor of Taps. 
  
In the end, the funeral director was pleased and said that I had restored her faith in BAA. I 
thanked her profusely for allowing me the honor of playing for the family, fellow team 
members, and our friend and leader. With a smile, I then informed the Director she would 
NOT be receiving a bill. 

“Don; 
I appreciate you going along with my "audition" and doing a PHENOMENAL job!  I am sure it 
meant more to the family than anything else. 
Take care, 
Kristen” 

Ray Mallen - Florida  
I rendered Taps every night during the Memorial Weekend for the Punta Gorda Rotary's 
"Healing Field of Honor". It was a beautiful array of 530 eight-foot American flags, which were 
purchased as a fundraiser for the Rotary. Each flag carried a dedication for the donor's friend 
or family member who died serving our country. The event was held at Lashley Park right on 
the Peace River, a perfect setting. Additionally, I went right next door to the Viet Nam War 
Memorial Wall of all Charlottes County residents who died in Viet Nam and rendered Taps to 
a large crowd.  

My thanks to Tom and Jen for sending me a BAA flag and 
other BAA paraphernalia, which we proudly displayed at the 
Rotary table and distributed by my lovely Irish wife, Ann 
Mallen RN. My friend Darcy Hanley the President of the 
Rotary said it would be an annual event with 1,000 Flags 
next year after so many people wanted to reserve their flag 
for next year. "Sound the Honor - Honor the Sound"
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Carla Beaudoin - Florida (Former BAA Maine State Director)   
My first BAA Taps mission as a Florida resident was rendering Taps at the 
internment of Harold Ostrand at the Florida National Cemetery in 
Bushnell. Harold was a World War II Veteran serving in the Navy as a 
Boatswain’s mate.  Prior to this day, I was in touch with Harold's 
granddaughter, Katie. She told me that she would "move mountains" to get 
a live bugler for her grandfather.  When I called her to let her know, she had 
in fact, achieved her goal. She was beyond grateful.  Katie explained that she is a musician 
and appreciates the value of live performance.  She wanted to play the trumpet when she 
was young but had braces on her teeth.  It hurt so much to play, so she switched to flute!  
Katie became an accomplished musician and traveled all over Florida performing in parades 
and other venues with her High School band.  In the car on the way home, Katie sent me a 
text saying:  “Thank you so much. You were amazing.”  And this is all a bugler needs.   

On May 30th, BAA bugler, Alan Lokensgard, and I both rendered Taps and then placed flags 
on Veterans' graves. It was a very moving experience. Alan and I are also both members of 
the New Horizons concert band. 

Vince DiVincenzo - Illinois 
On Friday, May 14th, I completed a mission for Chief Jose Angel Salas, who belonged to a 
Native American tribe, active in the Chicago area, and a Vietnam veteran. After the priest 
completed the service, four Native Americans came out with traditional feathers and danced 
and chanted for about 15-minutes around his casket. There was a gun salute by the Liberty 
VFW; then I rendered Taps. I observed the large crowd, feeling the emotion of the service. It 
was most rewarding. 

Michael Del Vecchio - New Jersey 
I rendered Taps for the Memorial Day event in Morris County. It 
was held on the front lawn of the Historical Morris County Court 
House.  They presented medals to six Morris County veterans.
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Bryan Cantrell - California 
National Moment of Remembrance 
Last year, a service manager from a local supermarket put in a request for 
the rendering of Taps during the National Moment of Remembrance.  Mark 
Sczubqlewski accepted the detail and apparently, did a great job… “He is 
absolutely amazing and knocked it out of the park”. 

Stater Bros. Markets is the largest privately owned supermarket chain in 
Southern California with 170 stores and approximately 18,000 employees.  
I thought it would be great if BAA & Staters could partner up to do more 
stores this year.  Since I wasn’t sure of how much participation we’d get, I 
sent out a feeler e-mail to local buglers.   After a few e-mails and some 
prodding, we ended up with twelve buglers willing to give up a portion of 
their Memorial Day to sound Taps.   

We got together with the VP of Stater Bros. Public Relations, Nancy Negrete to make sure 
the stores were available and then submitted the requests. 

We covered stores in the Inland Empire, Los Angeles and Ventura Counties, roughly the size 
of Connecticut! This year’s buglers were: 
Larry Ballenger - Azusa    Bryan Cantrell - Riverside Ray Clouse – Santa Clarita 
Larry Icenogle - Pasadena    Tom Jay - Riverside  Julie Levine – Simi Valley 
Jeremy Mamaril - Chino    Stephen Rudd – Alta Loma Mark Sczubqlewski – Oak Glen 
Philip Watt – Downy     Jim Sappington - Temecula Jerry Vasquez – Chino Hills 

Feedback from the buglers and stores was very good.  This is the message from Stater Bros;  

Good morning, 
Thank you for your time on Memorial Day to honor the brave men and 
women who made the ultimate sacrifice defending our Nation.  We 
received great feedback on your participation from our store managers 
and our customers. We are hopeful we can partner with Bugles Across 
America again next year. 
All my best, 
Nancy  

Jerry Vasquez  
– Chino Hills

Mark Sczubqlewski  
– Oak Glen



                          SOUND THE HONOR ~ HONOR THE SOUND                                                                          20

ISSUE # 59 JULY 2021

Bryan Cantrell - Riverside

Jeremy Mamaril - Chino

Julie Levine - Simi Valley

Larry Icenogle - Pasadena Tom “TJay” Jay - Riverside

Philip Watt - Downey Larry Ballenger - Azusa Jim Sappington - Temecula
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Do you have an unusual, memorable or funny story to share regarding an event or request 
you sounded Taps for?   The Bugler’s Post wants to publish your stories. 

All stories must be written, edited, ready for publishing and a photo is desired but not 
required. If you don’t have a photo from the event, one of you works nicely as well. 

The deadline for this is August 10th. 

 Please email JenDayBAA@iCloud.com  
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Rob Eisenberg - Maryland 
My first occasion rendering Taps occurred at the age of 13 or 14 in the 
mid-1970s at an event within the community where I was raised in New 
Jersey.  I still recall being incredibly nervous.  I continued to play the 
trumpet and sound Taps on occasion throughout my high school years at 
Memorial Day parades and other similar events.  When I graduated from 
college, I put down my horn and didn’t play for over 35 years.  After 
retiring in 2018, I began reteaching myself the fundamentals of the 
instrument and joined Bugles Across America.  I've found honoring our 
veterans a great privilege, none more so than on April 28th of this year.   

The mission, my 20th overall, was for Eugene Austin Carlin.  Mr. Carlin passed at the age of 
104 (we should all be so lucky).  He had served in the Eighth Air Force in England during 
World War II, assigned to the Intelligence Unit.  He was primarily responsible for briefing the 
Bomber Command pilots prior to their strategic bombing missions. If you've ever watched 12 
O'Clock High or similar movies or TV shows, you can probably picture one of those 
briefings.  Serious stuff.  Mr. Carlin rose to the rank of Captain prior to the war’s end.  My 
own father, long since gone, was also a veteran of the WW II Army Air 
Forces, another reason to make this mission a little extra special for me.   

I spoke with Mr. Carlin's son twice, once prior to the mission, as he had 
personally entered the request, and again shortly after the interment.  His 
gratitude was heartwarming.  Sadly, the Greatest Generation is rapidly 
leaving us, and I found this mission a special opportunity to honor both Mr. 
Carlin specifically and his generation’s sacrifice more broadly.  It is 
because of them that we are privileged to live today in a free society. 

mailto:JenDayBAA@iCloud.com?subject=
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Hi Laurie (Shepherd)!  
I want to thank you again for offering your services rendering Taps AND for helping 
me realize about the Honors! It was an absolute perfect memorial service! I couldn’t 
have asked for more! You looked like an absolute angel in your uniform amongst 
those big snowy pine trees! As soon as I saw you, my heart was full and at ease as I 
knew you were giving all that dad wanted! I couldn’t imagine having it just be on 
speaker! Live is truly the way to go! You are wonderful soul to give your time doing 
that!  
Melissa 

We had planned my father’s funeral for Feb 26, when at the last minute the Ft 
Benning honor guard canceled their commitment due to COVID concerns. With less 
than twenty-four hours until the funeral, our family was left scrambling when our local 
VFW referred me to Bugles Across America. Darryl Smith accepted my request and 
he was outstanding at our service, making all the difference honoring my father, a 20-
year Army veteran. Thank you! 
Carlos Jaurigue Jr 

Thank you (Keane Matthews) for always supporting our events at Gethsemane.  
Your contribution adds so much to the program. 
Sincerely, 
D.P. 

Letters of 
Gratitude
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Just want to thank Andy Johnson (who I never ever saw at my dads service on Saturday 
4-10-21) for playing Taps at the end. It was a very difficult day for me, but having him 
there playing helped put closure to it for our family. Thank you Bugles Across America for 
all that you do. 
Ralph Osuch 

Thank you, Michael Del Vecchio.  On behalf of the Morris County Board of County 
Commissioners for joining our annual 2021 Memorial Day Observance and playing Taps 
to properly close our ceremony.  Your efforts were crucial to the success of our event and 
your participation was truly appreciated. 
Brian Murray 

Your organization provided a bugler (Richard Sherrick) for my brother's funeral in 
Wapakoneta, Ohio on 6/4/21. My brother, Tom, served his country proudly as a combat 
infantry soldier in Pleiku,, Vietnam in 1969.  Please know how meaningful this tribute was 
to us and how much we appreciate the important work of your organization. 
Betsy Finkelmeier 

Thank you (Carla Beaudoin) for playing at our Memorial Say Service of Remembrance.  
Having a live performance of Taps by a uniformed bugler added greatly to the dignity and 
degree of respect with which we honored the 
memory of our veterans.  Wr are grateful to you for 
the service you provide to out veterans and their 
families.  You and Bugles Across America are to be 
commended for your dedication to such a worthy 
cause. 
Very Sincerely Yours, 
Jim Carney 
President, SummerGlen Veterans Club
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Northampton County man pays tribute to 
fallen service members by playing Taps 
at 5 cemeteries 
Channel 69 news WTMZ-TV 
By Will Lewis, May 28, 2019 

Two songs: One to honor all, and the other a fitting tribute to the 
men and women who gave the ultimate sacrifice. 

A Northampton County man says he's never served in the military, but it's his mission to 
remember those in his community. 

Brian Rasley has been going to cemeteries playing "Amazing Grace" and "Taps" for the last 
decade. It's his way to honor those in his community who died protecting our freedom. 

"This is just part of my community," Rasley said. He only comes out on Memorial Day. 

"I play 'Amazing Grace' out of respect for all who are in the cemetery and then I play 'Taps' 
for those that gave their life in service for our country," he said. 

Rasley has never served in the military, but family members have. 

The trumpeter makes five stops in the Pen Argyl, Northampton County area. The first is 
Fairview Cemetery, a place which brings a wave of emotions. His father is laid to rest there. 

"While you're playing, standing there, fond memories start running through and I just want to 
give back," Rasley said. 

At times on this solitary mission a person may walk by, while others stop and listen. 

Click for full article

https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/lehighvalley/northampton-county-man-pays-tribute-to-fallen-service-members-by-playing-taps-at-5-cemeteries/article_0d745e3b-604e-599d-bda3-fcca04819a83.html
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Thousands of Americans, 
including here in Tri-State, play 
"Taps" at same time 
by David Winter, WKRC 
Monday, May 31st 2021 

COLD SPRING, Ky. (WKRC) - It's a day of 
remembrance for those who have served and died for our country. One way people are 
showing their reverence is through 24 notes played simultaneously by thousands of people. 
It's called "Taps Across America." 

Tim Kennedy of Cold Spring silently walked to the end of his driveway. It began at exactly 3 
p.m. Eastern. All across the country, participants, with instruments in hand, had a moment of 
silence to honor those who fought and died for our country. 

As the cicadas continued with their own song, in unison, the musicians -- young and old and 
from all walks of life -- lifted their instruments and began to play. 

As Kennedy began to play those somber notes of "Taps" on his trumpet, he thought about a 
friend he lost from his youth. 

“I had a young man who was in high school with me who left early to sign up for the Army in 
Vietnam,” Kennedy said. “And before his helicopter went down on Vietnamese land, they 
killed him.” 

Stephen Bow played by Loveland's WWII Monument, thinking about a relative who gave his 
life for our freedom. 

“My dad’s cousin, Harold Allensworth. He was a sergeant in the Army Air Corps in WWII and 
he lost his life on 6 June, 1944, on D-Day,” Bow explained. 

And Kennedy and Bow are not alone. "Taps Across America" is well represented across the 
Tri-State. On the "Taps Across America" website, a map shows blue dots where people 
registered to play Monday afternoon. As you expand the map worldwide, there are thousands 
of dots.  

Click for full article

https://local12.com/news/local/thousands-of-americans-including-here-in-tri-state-play-taps-at-same-time-cincinnati?video=b9ead81a600648128436de8f95efb190&jwsource=fb&fbclid=IwAR2zaBWyCVKFTTwZQ7w07Eyvz49rg-mhUM99jXHDmL7t4XjIgxPEVA9MN-s
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AMVETS, VFW hold Annual 
Memorial Day Program to honor 
veterans 
Santa Barbara News Press 
by Grayce McCormick, June 1, 2021 

Countless veterans, families and community members 
gathered at the Goleta Cemetery on the cloudy, drizzly 
Memorial Day morning — some dressed in uniform, some 
in plain clothing, some in celebration, some rather solemn.  

They met on what one speaker called “holy, hallowed, sacred ground.” 

Numerous cars lined the cemetery roads Monday for the Annual Memorial Day Program, 
presented by AMVETS Santa Barbara Post 3 and VFW Post 1649. 

The event began with the presentation of the colors by the Civil Air Patrol Squadron 131 
Cadet Color Guard, followed by the National Anthem sung by Elizabeth Rose Bryson; an 
invocation from Ronnie Shahbazian, chaplain of AMVETS Post 3; and the Pledge of 
Allegiance, led by a second-grader at Summerland Elementary — Sage Henson.  

This event joined many others in Santa Barbara County to honor the fallen men and women, 
including ceremonies at the Carpinteria Cemetery, the Solvang Veterans Memorial Hall, the 
Santa Maria Cemetery, the Pine Grove Cemetery in Orcutt and the Guadalupe Cemetery. 

Drew Wakefield, director of sales and marketing for the Ramada Santa Barbara and a 
motivational speaker, was the first speaker at Goleta’s ceremony. He told the many gathered 
at the top of the hill that “we collectively stand on holy, hallowed, sacred ground.” 

“We have had great men and women, sons and daughters, uncles and aunts that have died 
for our country while in the line of service. They were laid to rest here,” Mr. Wakefield said. 
“Today is Memorial Day, where we will memorialize them, we will honor them, we will think of 
them, we will say their names, because that is why we are here today.”  

Attendees applauded stories of war and heroism, sang along to “Proud to Be an American,” 

Click for full article

Robert Burtness and Howard 
Hudson, both members of Buglers 
Across America, sound “Taps” at a 
Memorial Day service Monday 
morning at the Goleta Cemetery.

https://newspress.com/no-never-ever-forget/
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Bethel Park veteran has sounded 
Taps more than 1,200 times 
TribLive - Joanne Klimovich Harrop  
Friday, June 11, 2021 

The final farewell is about to be sounded. 

Tom Beaver opens the black case slowly. He slides white gloves on his hands. Then he lifts 
the silver-plated brass instrument. Taking a few steps, he moves toward the shelter. 

The sun is shining. Wind is blowing through the nearby trees. Thousands of white crosses 
stand high in the plush green grass. 

Beaver waits patiently outside the May 12 funeral service for Raymond Ladner, of West View, 
which is about to begin at the National Cemetery of the Alleghenies in Cecil, Washington 
County, a burial place for veterans and their spouses. Beaver is about to sound Taps as part 
of military honors for Ladner, whose family has gathered for the final good-bye. 

The U.S. Navy veteran of the Vietnam War died on May 7 at the age of 72. 

A time to remember 

“I just close my eyes and think of the notes I will be playing,” said Beaver, of Bethel Park, 
after he sounded Taps, the 24-note bugle call, at Ladner’s service. “It is definitely emotional.” 

Beaver, a U.S. Air Force veteran, has sounded Taps on 1,231 occasions to date. He uses a 
Getzen American Heritage Elite Bugle. Taps are sounded after a gun salute and before the 
folding of the American flag at military honors at a veteran’s funeral. 

“Each time I sound Taps, it is special,” said Beaver. He was standing on a hill at the National 
Cemetery of the Alleghenies overlooking the white crosses, an American flag flying nearby. 
“Even though I have sounded Taps all those times, for this family today, this is the first for 
them.” 

To arrange for someone such as Beaver to sound Taps, a family goes through Bugles Across 
America. The organization provides qualified instrumentalists to sound Taps at funerals and 
memorial services. 

Click for full article 

https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/bethel-park-veteran-has-sounded-taps-more-than-1200-times/
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Bugles Across America: Honoring 
our Veterans with Taps 
WFRV - WeAreGreenBay.com 
by: Connie Fellman, May 26, 2021  

(WFRV) – A simple melody…with an unmistakable meaning. 
“It can tug at the heart strings,” said Gene Burmeister, 
Vietnam Veteran and volunteer bugler. The military bugle call 
Taps, a final salute to those who’ve made the ultimate 
sacrifice. 

“The reason you’re there is because some guy volunteered 
to give his life for his country,” Burmeister said. 

But as the number of live buglers has dwindled… 
“Not everybody has that skill set and so it’s important and it’s 
needed,” said volunteer bugler Germaine Dolata from 
Neenah. 

…and technology has marched on, the rendering of Taps is often relegated to a recording. 
“Either through the digital horn or somebody holding up a boom box or smartphone or 
whatever,” said Gene Vanden Bosch, Wisconsin State Director for Bugles Across America. 
Making the presentation of Military Honors, sometimes, less than honorable. 

“I hear stories,” said Burmeister. “The most common is the batteries were dead. This thing’ll 
start playing… dum dum dum….. and it’ll just die right there. What do you do?” 
For retired Marine and bugler Tom Day, that idea struck a wrong note. 
“What a dishonor,” said Burmeister. 

That’s why Day founded Bugles Across America in 2000. 
“The organization was founded to be able to have a way of honoring veterans with a live 
version of Taps, instead of having a recorded version,” explained Vanden Bosch. 

In the two decades since Bugles Across America began, more than 4,000 buglers across the 
nation have heeded the call. 

“To me, it’s a small token of respect and appreciation,” said Dolata. 
Volunteering their time and talent, so our veterans are laid to rest with a traditional live bugle 
call. 

Click for full article

https://www.wearegreenbay.com/news/local-news/bugles-across-america-honoring-our-veterans-with-taps/
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Faith Noah Brings Bugle Dignity to 
Hawthorne Events 
Tap Into Hawthorne 
Lyn Morton, 11/13/2020 

HAWTHORNE, NJ - When 12-year-old Faith Noah offered to 
play "Taps" for a funeral at her church, she wanted to provide a 
kind gesture to a grieving family. Little did she know that it would begin a lifelong mission 
rendering "Taps" at official ceremonies in Hawthorne and around the state. 

Faith is a constant presence at Hawthorne ceremonies, volunteering to play "Taps" for all the 
Borough’s Veterans Day, Memorial Day, and 9/11 observances. 

“Faith’s rendering of 'Taps' brings a sense of honor and dignity to all of our Borough events,” 
said Hawthorne Mayor Richard S. Goldberg. “While she shuns the spotlight, our events 
wouldn’t be the same without her. She is our hidden gem!” 

Known as the 24 notes that tap deep emotions, "Taps" has been used to honor military 
funerals since the Civil War and it is one played countless times by the Manhattan School of 
Music-trained musician who once dreamed of playing in the Philharmonic.  

“I love all our veterans and soldiers, and it's my way of giving back,” said Faith. “God has 
given me a gift, and I want to return it to all these soldiers and their families. It makes my 
heart feel happy that I can give back in some small way.” 

Faith volunteers to play "Taps" as a member of Bugles Across America, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to providing live buglers to honor veterans at military funerals and 
other proper memorial occasions. 

BAA volunteers wear a military-style dress uniform conveying an added sense of dignity to 
their events. 

“You are supposed to do 10 missions a year, but I do as many as I can within a 100-mile 
radius,” said Faith. “Last year, I got a special designation from the New Jersey governor that 
allows me to play for any service — military, police, or firefighter. I’m an official member of the 
Honor Guard.” 

Click for full article

https://www.tapinto.net/towns/hawthorne/sections/citizen-spotlight/articles/faith-noah-brings-bugle-dignity-to-hawthorne-events
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If you have seen BAA in the news recently or have been featured in an article while sounding 
Taps with BAA, Please send the article or information to JenDayBAA@iCloud.com  
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Wappingers Falls Resident Dramatically Played Taps For 
24 Hours on Memorial Day 

Just in case you thought this past weekend was about a day off, beer and hot dogs. 

What is Memorial Day really about? I'll admit that it's 
easy for the meaning to get lost even though it 
shouldn't. With the year and a half that many of us have 
had a three day weekend was needed more than ever. 
The time off was spent with family and close friends 
unlike last year's celebrations. 

It's important to remember why we celebrate and who has made that possible. Memorial Day 
is also known as Decoration Day and it's when we both mourn an honor those who made 
the died while serving in our military. 

Some put up flags, BBQ food or shoot off fireworks on Memorial Day.  

Patriotism and observance comes in many forms and one Hudson Valley resident proved that 
over Memorial Day weekend. Dani Masterson chose to pay her respects in new way this year 
that's getting viral attention. 

Masterson sounded Taps on her trumpet every hour for 24 hours straight at Mesier Park in 
Wappingers Falls. Masterson started at 3pm on May 30 and payed through May 31. 

Her reasoning behind it is simple. To honor those who made the ultimate sacrifice. 

"It's very important for us to honor our veterans." - Dani Masterson 

Masterson remembers both grandfather and brother who served. 
The observance concluded at 3PM on Memorial Day which is the National Moment of 
Remembrance. 

Click for online article

mailto:JenDayBAA@iCloud.com?subject=
https://wpdh.com/wappingers-resident-dramatically-played-taps-for-24-hours-on-memorial-day/
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This is a sum-up of previous the What Every Bugler Should Know section.  More will be 
added each edition. 

What was used for “lights out” before Taps? 
Prior to 1862, the bugle call from the company bugler to “extinguish lights” varied among 
buglers. The “Scott Tattoo” from 1835, was a commonly used bugle call for the evening 
retiring. - Steve Bow, Ohio Assistant State Director
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My contact information has changed.  How do I update my email, phone 
number or address? 
It is vital that your contact information is current and it is your responsibility to update when 
necessary.  It is also really easy to do. 

   1.) Log in with your username and password.  If you need assistance with the log in  
credentials, please send a message to Contact Us and we will assist. 

   2.) Your name is in the upper right corner of the page.  Click on your name. 

   3.) To make any changes, click on "Edit Profile"  

   4.) On this new screen, click “Contact Information” 

   5.) Type in the new address information. 

   6.) Scroll to bottom of the page and click on UPDATE.  This step is vital to save your new 
information. 
   7.) Use the Contact Directors link on the website to notify Directors of both states (the one 
you have left and the one you have moved to) of your change in location.  

Email: After accessing your profile, click on “Manage Account”, Type in    
the new email. Click on Update at the bottom of the page.   (Ignore that 
Profile URL box) 

Password: After accessing Profile (as in above), click on “Manage Account”, then “Change    
Password”. Fill in requested information.  Click Change Password. 

Delete Account: There is currently no way for an individual to Unsubscribe (delete their    
profile/registration). If you wish to say “Adios”, you need to let us know by using the    
Contact Directors link.
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R e g a r d i n g  R e q u e s t s  
How do I volunteer for a request? 
Double check your schedule and if you are available, use the link at 
the bottom of the request email.  If the request has already been 
filled, you will be informed. If it hasn’t, you will be given an option to 
formally click on a link to volunteer yourself for it. 

What if I can’t volunteer for a request?   
Please do not reply to the request email to tell us why you can’t make it.  While we truly 
appreciate your willingness to serve, you are replying to an automated message.  Requests 
are sent out via automated system to all buglers in a 100-mile radius of the event. We don’t 
often check the automated email box.. but when we do.. people are telling us why they can’t 
volunteer for it.   Can’t volunteer, just hit that delete key! 

I’ve volunteered for a request... now what?   
From the request details, you have the requestor’s contact information 
available to you. You are advised to print that page just before clicking 
“Volunteer”  It is now your responsibility to contact the requestor as soon as 
practical to let them know you are their bugler and to get any further 
information you may need. If you failed to print that detail page before clicking 
on “Volunteer” you can always retrieve it from you’re My Events log on the tab 
bar, but remember you must be logged in to see that. 

I’ve volunteered for a request and now need to cancel.  
Canceling is a violation against the Directives for Buglers you agreed to when 
you registered.  Do NOT volunteer for a request before you have checked 
your schedule.   If it is a family emergency, contact your State Director 
immediately!   Not showing up lets down the family of the deceased and is 
grounds for membership removal. 

Help!!  I’ve lost the email with the event information!   
The place to find that is under the “My Events” tab after you’ve logged into the BAA web site.  
This page will show you all the events you are scheduled for and the information regarding 
them!   
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Thank you!  You’ve just clicked the 

VOLUNTEER button to accept that request for 
bugler support.  Now all you have to do is show 
up, right?   Not exactly! 
   
There are a few very important things yet to do 
before arriving at the designated location for the 
service.   And, while polishing your shoes may 

well be on the list, it is not the most important of details requiring your attention. 
  
First, chronologically as well as in order of importance… Call the requestor.   In case you 
were reading too fast, I’ll repeat that…. Call the requestor.   

Yes, the system is set up to send a message to the requestor to let them know they have a 
bugler, but the real world has proven over and over again that this auto-generated email is 
not the end-all of communication needed.  As the bugler now committed to serve this event, 
you must communicate directly with the requestor.  This direct contact serves many 
purposes, not the least of which is to give positive assurance of your intent to be there to 
sound the honor. 
  
For any number of reasons, the requestor may not have read that message sent from the 
BAA Request A Bugler system. 

One variation of the breakdown occurs when the request is submitted by someone at a 
funeral home.   No intended slight on their internal organization, but experience has shown 
that they are good about sending messages, but don’t always open and read incoming 
messages. 

This same scenario can often play out when the request comes through from a military unit.  
Incoming message traffic is not always routinely monitored. 

Even when the requestor is a family member or responsible friend, they all too often have 
many other concerns on their mind in times like this.  Sorting through and reading incoming 
email traffic is not necessarily at the top of their list of priorities. 
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O t h e r  F . A . Q . s  
How do I contact my State Director? 
Log in to the BAA web site and use the Contact Director option under the Contact Us tab. You 
will only see the Contact Directors option if you are logged in. 

IMPORTANT!  If you’ve moved to another state, it’s of extreme importance you contact 
your new State Director to inform them.  State Directors are only sent notifications of new 
registrants, not if someone has “moved in”. 

Emergencies.. Please contact your State Director. Sending an email to any 
official BAA email will not reach us in time to help you.  If you accepted a 
request and have a medical emergency keeping you from sounding Taps, 
Contact your State Director ASAP!  If you don’t have your director’s contact 
information, log in to the BAA site, under the ‘Contact us’ tab you will see 

Contact Directors. Click that. Fill out necessary information. An email will be sent. 

If you don’t see something you’re looking for on the 
BAA web site. Log in. Some things are only shown to members that 

are logged in and not the general public. 

Is there a way for me to record or get “credit” for events that are not 
requested through the BAA website? 
There is no way ‘record’ missions that don’t come in through the request system.   We have 
never kept count of individual's missions on BAA register or archive.  Many members have 
kept a personal 'log book' of their missions, and this has been more for personal reflection 
and memories than anything. 

I’ve lost the information for the request I’ve volunteered for!  
Log in, click on the ‘My Events’ tab. Ta-da! 

A very handy Quick Start guide for BAA members  
is available on the BAA web site in the Education tab.

http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/ContactUs/ContactDirectors.aspx
http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/Portals/0/Education/Quick%20Start%20Guide.pdf
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“The house looks wonderful. It's 
one of those places that you could 
spend all day there and the next 
time you visit, you still see 
something new.”  - Allison Petty

1818 Cuyler Ave., Berwyn, Illinois, 60402        For tour information: (708) 484-9029

Hours: By appointment. Please call (708) 484-9029 

Admission: No fee but donations welcome 

Parking: Street Parking. Please be aware of street cleaning hours on Friday 

What’s inside:  
Over 140 horns: Specialty and historic 

Different types of mouthpieces 

Military memorabilia 

Uniforms from 1776 to today that you can touch 

Bugle and military history 

History books and maps from all US wars. 

CDs and DVDs you can watch in the Media Room 

Historic Drum and Bugle Corps media 

Bugles Across America medals and patches 

Copies of BAA’s newsletter, Bugler’s Post 

A Congressional Gold medal

Stories from Tom Day himself!

The BAA Learning Center is open  
for visitors!
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The BAA Supply  C loset  

Pins:   
* Bugle Pins - These are not made of steel and will break if bent.  
* Lyre pins - We have a supply of gold and silver... however, the 
gold-colored ones must be painted silver for wear on the BAA 
uniform if you choose to include this optional item.    
* Small and large bugle pins with folded flag - Excellent for 
casual wear on suit lapels and caps.  
* Gold Star Mom's pins - In stock 

Patches: We have the BAA logo patch and the BAA Learning 
Center patch available. 

Coins: We have just a few BAA coins left. 
  
Medals & Ribbons:  We have all the medals, however, the ribbons for our medals are 
available through Glendale Parade Store.  State Directors can use these to give to buglers 
and local Vets. 
  
Flags:  We have BAA flags and Gold Star Mothers flags 
  
Horn Accessories:  I have 3c & 7c Kelly mouthpieces. 

Educational:  For those who do school programs, I have free copies of my booklet, “A Very 
Special Red, White and Blue”.   This is a workbook on the history of the American Flag.  I am 
also working on putting this flag history on DVD.  The program has been a real hit at the 
many schools where I have presented it.   

Clothing: We now have both bright green and orange t-shirts and sweatshirts. Great for 
walkers and bikers. You'll be seen in these for sure. These shirts were updated to welcome 
BAA to its 18th year and to honor the 100th Anniversary of WWI. 

Please send requests via email to Tom Day at TomJDay@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:TomJDay@sbcglobal.net
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Face Masks!  Wear because you care 
BAA member, Julie Levine, has been authorized to custom print and 
offer the BAA logo on a 2-layer polyester mask. The logo is small 
and understated, offering a classy mask to wear while serving our 
veterans, and is permanently dyed to the material. There are 3 
sizes available, masks are non-medical grade but are washable 
and reusable. www.munchkinenterprises.com/custom-face-masks/ 

Masks are $10 each (+ $2 shipping) 
$1 from each mask sale gets donated back to BAA.   
Order 10 masks, get 1 free. 
Orders will be shipped the day after ordered. 

Venmo, Zelle, Check, and Paypal accepted. 
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Cool Weather Jacket - $65 (+ shipping) 
Embroidered black lined jacket has elastic cuffs, 2 side 
pockets and a zippered inside pocket!  BAA logo on the back 
and your name embroidered on the front. 

Warm Weather Jacket - $50 (+ shipping) 

Light weight, embroidered, micro-fiber jacket. Lightly 
gathered elastic bottom and cuffs.  Slash pockets on the 
outside and one velcro-closed inside pocket. BAA logo on 
the back and your name embroidered on the front. 

There is an extra $3.00 charge for an embroidered bugle with the name. 

To order, contact Jeanie Buchanan at: 
  

GENIE BEE’S EMBROIDERY 
586-749-9700 
geniebees@gmail.com 

Casual wear only.  Must not be worn to serve funeral missions!

SHOW YOUR COLORS!

* Accepts checks and requires half as a down 
payment at the time of ordering. 

* Beyond 1XL may be a slightly higher price. 
* Current turn around time is about a couple 

weeks, but will depend on demand.

mailto:geniebees@gmail.com
http://www.munchkinenterprises.com/custom-face-masks/?fbclid=IwAR3eMhccqtl917qNRYiymeFNMau0Dsikgw08iE22fArieiIc1KMi4mc6k64
mailto:mail@munchkinenterprises.com?subject=BAA%20Mask%20order
http://www.munchkinenterprises.com/custom-face-masks/
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“Bugler On Duty”  
Magnetic Sign  

These car magnets are printed on heavy-duty material 
and ideally suited for car door signage.  $19 for one 
and $35 for two. 
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KELLY Mouthpieces now offers 
their Lexan Bugle & Trumpet Mouthpieces 
in our newest Steel-Grey Color to blend in 
with your Taps environment! 

KELLY Mouthpieces - Feel the Comfort! 
Precision Lexan & 316-Surgical-Stainless-
Steel Mouthpieces! 

674 South Pioneer Road 
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin  54935-9190 

U.S.A. 
www.KellyMouthpieces.com 

jkelly@KellyMouthpieces.com 
  

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Flickr! 

BAA Name Tags! 
Introductions are always easier if someone 
knows your name.  Help them remember 
yours with a BAA name tag.  

 
Your choice of 
clutch-pin or 
magnetic back. 

$7.00 (includes shipping).   

Contact Teresa at  
TMK Awards 

tjmccuean@gmail.com   
(313) 999-4111 

VS Printing Services, LLC 
Attn: Vytas Sulaitis 

1218 Ostrander Avenue 
La Grange Park, IL 60526 

vsprinting@hotmail.com 
(708) 655-4774 

To place an order please contact:

http://www.KellyMouthpieces.com
mailto:jkelly@KellyMouthpieces.com
https://www.facebook.com/PrecisonLexanAndStainlessSteelMouthpieces/
https://twitter.com/KELLYMouthpiece
https://www.flickr.com/photos/kelly_mouthpieces
mailto:tjmccuean@gmail.com?subject=BAA%20Name%20tag
mailto:vsprinting@hotmail.com
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American Heritage Field Trumpet by Getzen 
Every day in America, approximately 1,800 World War II and Korean War veterans pass 
away.   These brave men and women risked their lives to defend the land they loved, and yet 
as many as 75% of these heroes will not be given the honor of having Taps sounded at their 
funeral by a live bugler. 
    
In 2000, Bugles Across America was founded to secure a means of locating and to provide a 
real bugler for this honor, but many soon found themselves wishing for a quality bugle that 
was readily available and MADE IN THE USA. 
   
A Wisconsin BAA member, Dan Erikson made contact with Tom Getzen and began a 
discussion about the need for a good field trumpet (bugle) to be dedicated for this purpose.  
Tom Getzen enthusiastically embraced the concept, and soon he introduced BAA 
representatives to the American Heritage Field Trumpet (AHFT). 

The M2003 AHFT is available in two presentations. The Standard model or the Elite 
in silver finish. All are produced in the same workshop and by the same instrument 
craftsmen that make the Getzen professional-grade horns. In materials, fit, finish, 
and playability, the AHFT is truly a top-level, professional instrument. The AHFT is 
manufactured to play in the key of B-flat, but an optional G-slide can be purchased 
for either model. This gives the owner the ability to switch between these two most 
often used keys by merely exchanging the tuning slide. Many of us consider this to 
be a very valuable asset of the AHFT, and it certainly is less expensive than buying 
two separate horns. 

While the AHFT can be ordered through any authorized Getzen 
dealer, verified BAA members can order direct from the factory 
at a price specifically discounted for BAA.  Members may also 
choose to have the optional BAA logo engraved on the bell at no 
additional cost.  About the trumpet. 

Current pricing and order information is on the BAA web site on 
the LINKS tab. 

If you are considering purchasing the AHFT, please email  
galaxypilot@verizon.net so we can provide membership 

verification to Getzen. 

http://www.getzen.com/trumpet/specialty/field/
mailto:galaxypilot@verizon.net
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Are you not receiving emails from BAA?   
You could be having... 

Internet Service Provider and Firewall Problems 
If you receive email through a service provider such as aol.com, yahoo.com, or even 
gmail,  or you have firewall software such as Norton's Internet Security or Anti-virus, 
please add our email address, info@buglesacrossamerica.org  
and requests@buglesacrossamerica.org to your address book and unblock email list. 

In an effort to control SPAM these companies are blocking certain emails before they 
reach your inbox or discarding emails into a separate folder 
other than your inbox based on certain criteria. The emails 
that are auto-generated to notify you of bugler requests, as 
well as important notices sent from time to time, and our 
newsletter The Buglers Post are sent to you from this 
address.
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Military.com  Military Funeral Honors
 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs - Memorial Benefits

Perhaps, the best collection of the pertinent information 
would be found in Congressional Research Service Report 
RS21545, - Military Funeral Honors and Military Cemeteries 
and FAQ
 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=3736208&msgid=6297895&act=OESM&c=35650&destination=http%3A%2F%2Faol.com%2F
http://yahoo.com/
mailto:info@buglesacrossamerica.org
mailto:requests@buglesacrossamerica.org
http://www.military.com/benefits/burial-and-memorial/military-funeral-honors.html?comp=7000022779922&rank=1
http://explore.va.gov/memorial-benefits?gclid=CPHgkqzY28UCFVcSHwodDxUA5Q
https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/RS21545.pdf
https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/RS21545.pdf
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Bugles Across America Pages 

Bugles Across America 

BAA Directives for Buglers 

BAA on Facebook 

 
BAA Individual State’s Facebook 
Pages 

BAA New York on Facebook 

BAA Hawaii on Facebook 

BAA Utah on Facebook 

BAA Maryland on Facebook 

BAA Michigan on Facebook 

BAA North Carolina on Facebook 

BAA South Carolina on Facebook 

Gear & Decorative 

Getzen 

Scentsy Service & Sacrifice Warmer 

Organizations 

Spirit of ’45 

Drum Corps International 

Association of Military Musicians 

Freelancers Alumni Drum and Bugle Corps 

Regimental Drum Major Association 

The Bent Prop Project 

Coalition to Salute America’s Heroes 
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KEY LINKS

If you have any articles or bugler stories that you would like to see in the next 
Newsletter, please email JenDayBAA@iCloud.com   

All stories MUST be written, edited, ready for publishing and preferably a photo along 
with it. I am also looking for bugle, bugler or Taps trivia & facts.  If you know of any, please 
email me. If this information comes from somewhere specific, please site that.   Thank you.

mailto:JenDayBAA@icloud.com?subject=
http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/
http://www.buglesacrossamerica.org/Education/DirectivesForBuglers.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/BuglesAcrossAmerica
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Bugles-Across-America-New-York/173270639393293?sk=wall
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Bugles-Across-America-Hawaii/133153030060190
https://www.facebook.com/Bugles.Across.America.Utah?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/buglesacrossamericaMD/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bugles-Across-America-Michigan/575190435868793?filter=3
https://www.facebook.com/BuglesAcrossAmericaNC/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1331542023590346/
https://jenday.scentsy.us/Scentsy/Buy/Category/1149
http://www.getzen.com/trumpet/specialty/field/
https://jenday.scentsy.us/shop/p/23177/service-and-sacrifice-warmer
http://www.spiritof45.org
http://www.dci.org
http://a-m-m.us/
http://freelancers-alumni.org
http://www.drummajor.net
http://www.bentprop.org/
http://hhv.org/
https://saluteheroes.org/

